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StRj 

'J'HE perfoh whofe fufferings 
Are here relatedj has the 
honour of belonging to the 
corps which is under your com- 
mand. Permit me, therefore, to 
claim your patronage to a nar- 
rative, publiftied chiefly with a 
B * 
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view to benefit the children of 
a man, who were expofed to 
uncommon anxiety- and diftrefs 
during the long and painful cap^ 
tivity of fother. A far- 

ther motive for prefixing your 
name to the prefent Dedication, 
is the private gratification of, 

SIR, 

'moft obedie'nt, 
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compiler of the following 
flieets is far from concluding, 
that the adverfifies andhardfliips which 
have marked the exiftence of an oh- 
fcure individual, can be fufficientlj in- 
terefting to claim the attention of thofe, 
whofe eafj fifuations fcarcely admit of 
a juft idea of the fufferings of the un- 
fortunate; nor does he imagine that 
plain fadts, fuch as an unlettered ob- 
ferver has been able to colledt, during 
a rigorous captivity in a ftate, whofe 
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government, politics, internal regula- 
tions, and every fituation, have hitherto 
been imperfe^ly known to Europeans 
refident in Afia, can contain fufficient 
information^ to recompenfe the reader 
for his trouble?' "But fe" trufts that the 
compaffion for the unfortunate, which 
has fo eminently diftinguilhed his coun- 
trymen, will operate fufficiently in this 
inftance, to induce them to overlook 
the unimportance of a nar rati ve, which 
cl aims DO other hieri t than a Arid: ad- 
herence to truth. 

"'^^fter the Memoirs of ike lajl War 
“ in Jfia,'' including a narrative of the 
imprifonment and fuiferings, princi- 
pally of the Britifli officers, it may, 
perhaps; be thought fuperfluous to in- 
trude a fccohd detail of the fame nature 

upon 
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Upon the public, particularly as the 
greajt uniformity and famenefs which 
reigns throughout the former, naturally 
fuggefts, that the journal of one week 
would have conveyed every neceHary 
idea of the whole, and that conlequently 
any additional account muft be trifling 
and frivolous. 

A captivity of ten years, during 
which period feveral removals from one 
place of imprifonment to another took 
place, and many changes in point of 
treatment occurred, includes much more 
variety than the account of what befel 
our officers, who remained under clefe 
confinement, till delivered up ; and ad- 
mitted more opportunities to fee fome- 
thing of the country, to converfe with 
the natives, whofe language naturally 
B 3 be- 
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b^ame fahiiliar to a perfdA who fcarcely 
heard any other, and who every mo- 
ment felt the inconvenience of being 
unable to make his wants known and 
imderftood, to examine particularly the 
ftr«Mgth'tln#iit®=idto''t>f the fortrefs of 
Seririgapatam, to learn the fate and 
difpofal of anurnberof fellow captives, 
not releafed at the conclulion of the 

I peace, (fome of whom had been-pri- 
foners many years, prior to the com- 
I ihenceOTent of the waT in*iy&o) and, 
m W be better informed in every 
refpddf, than'gentlemen who were never 
htfibred to ftep beyond the limits of 
their prifon. Several of the vexations 
and of violence committed againft 
the -private foldiers, could not reach 
the knowledge of the officers, though 

many 
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many of them came to thefr ears, nor 
co«ld they know what hefel them fub- 
fequent to their releafe. The tinremitt^ 
ill ufage a number of unfortunate Eng- 
lifh fubjeds then undearw^t^j tlM dif- 
fsStent threats, forrnents, and promifes, 
employed to intimidate or cajole wretched 
and defencelefs men, into a voluntary 
acceptance of the fervice of a deteftable 
tyrant; the plans that were laid for 
difpatching every one ©f the captive 
Europeans throughout Bi domin ion s 
and finally, the hazardous and patient 
efforts, by which the author fucceeded 
at laff in effeding an efcape, with other 
fubiequent adventures, are matters en- 
tirely new, and different from thofe 
contained in the narrative already a2w 
luded to. More worthy, indeed, ' of 
B 4 public 
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public indulgence, would thefe remarks 
and the narrative have proved^ had the 
capacity and genius of the author . ad- 
mitted a greater fcope to his details. 

The compiler has avoided prolixity 
a.§,muchi>;,'aft:5fwfi^der’:and fpared re- 
petitions where he found any thing fully 
narrated in the journal of the memoirs 
already mentioned, which contain true 
and very accurate accounts of different 
occurrences which he never imagined 
Cquid have come to the knowledge of 
vatched fo clofely as 
tl|e,|lriti^h officers, particularly the cir- 
cumftan^ attending the murder of 
General Matthews. The. author’s re- 
iftoval Trom the common prifon, fome 
mot^s after his arrival at Seringapa- 
prevenieds?his difeoyepmg in what 




man- 


INTRODUCTION, 


ix 


manner^ the oiEcers acquired their in- 
formation. Some repetitions may per- 
haps occur, but fuch only confirm 

fads of which the world neyer can 

//'* 

have ;t0o • niany ■ teftimc^ie&i ■ Thefe 
fa6ts are of fuch an atrocious, bafe, 
and unparalleled nature, that, every 
poffible confirmation is requifite to give 
them credibility with men that find it ; 
difficult to fuppofe fuch ads of barbarity 
could exift, or be mgendered in the 
mind of a man, who has been adjudg^f 
at leaft, an able ufurper, and the re-« 
dudion of whofe proftituted poWer^ 
which is the objed of the prefent war* , 
has been reprobated by Bntiih fenators.'^^ 
It would be ftrange, indeed, if hof- 
tilities, in their nature deviating foegre- 
gioufly from civilized i|farfare, Ihotto 

be 
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be carried 'Can 'with that mvetcracf with 
. which , Hyifcr, and his fucceffor Tip- 
* pooi haye hiade, war tipon theiEnglifli 
;-Hation, . without, caufes . of xdtopkint 
having (the. compiler is well perfuaded) 

' fide. : The French jouriialiffes and au- 
thors- o£ anecdotes have mdufirioully 
propagated every circumftance vdiich 
tended to depreciate the condudl of our 
.Aliatic liitnie's laft War, and have al-, 
■ active* 

jf 

past'S^ia' teir-’^ifk&ins',' ■' without W- 
War whatever has been 
exempt^fisffiiabufes, and that the very 
Hatbn which- till lately maintained in- 
pretenltons to gentlenefs, ur- 
banity, ‘r|ran€i;iIioiis principles of ho- 
nour, and. libotel. biraVeiy, has not ef- 
■ '"i caped 
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caped occafional, and very glaring de- 
viations from their general pradlicej 
though it would be highly illibOfalj* 
from the mifcondu<3: of mdividhak^ to 
jSx a ftigma ' car a whole people., i'lie 
will alfo admit, that perfonal fufferings 
may have produced injudicious refent* 
ment, in particular iiiftances, fince the 
commencement of the prefent war ; but 
he will by ho- means allow thefe extra- 
ordinary cafes (admitting their exif- 
tence) to be laid down as a general 
rule, nor will he confent to their b^ing 
brought into competition with a fixed, 
methodical, cruel, and ferocious fyjftetti 
of barbarous policy, which has hieea 
pradlifed on fettled principles^ ! ■ 
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- That it fliould ever difgrace the fame 
and glory of fo diftinguilhed an ofHcer 
as Admiral Suffrein, to confign fome 
hundreds of prifoners to the difpofal of 
an enemy fo rancorous to the race of 
Etiropeah^’^’» S^jfd^^hy was noto- 
rioufly known to be, (notwithftanding 
the flattering encomiums and favoura- 
ble infinuations of the partial and in- 
corred M. Le Maitre dela Tour) muft 
certainly produce aftonifhment and ab- 
horrence in every mind, and mingle 
pitr the adrniratton his merits- 

exadii 

It only remains to be mentioned, 
that 'the author’s early removal from 
Bengal to the grand army, where he 
will enjoy a fatisfadlion almofl; equi- 
' - valent, 
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valent, in his opinion, to the fufferings 
he has undergone, of being ufeful tO 
his country, in giving fuch informa- 
tion as he is able, and of fighting 
once more againft an enemy that fo 
fhamefully tamifhed his vidtories, has 
rendered it impradticable to gain 
number of little additional lights and 
informations, which could not imme- 
diately occur on taking down the fcat- 
tered notes of the author. When the 
whole came to be digelled, thefe defi- 
ciencies fully manifefted themfelves, but 
it was then too late to remedy them. 
The mutilated new'fpaper account of 
the author, picked up from converfa- 
tion, and ufliered into the world in 
the fame rnanner as thofe of fome of 

■ -y' - ' ' ' ' , the 
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iJie perfons particularly mentioned in 
this narrative, whpfe efcape from Tip- 
poo has been publiflied fince this com- 
pilation was undertaken, are all of too 
inlignificant and inaccurate a nature to 
fee- capable of huf Offg- the narrative 
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Accmnt of the author's birth and fa-‘ 
mily—he enters into the fervice of 
the 'Eaf India Company — -Jains tb$ 
grand army under Sir Eyre Coote — is 
taken pr if oner by a party 'of Hyder 
Ally's horfe— -conveyed with mttny 
more of his countrymen to Seringapa~ 
tam — they are circumcifed, and conu 
pslled to obferve the rites of the Ma- 
hometan religion — death of feveral of 
the captives. 

I WAS born in the year 17<7 iiiNor- 
wich, in the county of Norfolk. 
My father, who was a blackfmith, 

"bound 
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bound me appren ti^ to a carpent^, 
with whom I did not, however, remain 
a complete twelvemonth, being allured, 
more bj a defire to fee the world, 
than the bounty of one ihilling which 
I received, to enlifi: with a Captain 
Monney, then recruiting for the Ho- 
nourable Eaft India Company. When 
the Captain had colledled to the num- 
ber of fifty recruits, he marched us up 
to London, where we underwent an 
examination on the day of our arrival, 
and were, to my no finall difappoint- 
ment, fent down to Gravefend. that 
very ev^ng,, and, embarked on board 
the Prince of Wales Indiaman, under 
difpatch for Bengal, , and commanded 
by Captain Scott, a gentleman who 
had loft an arm, as I afterwards under- 
ftood, in a duel at Madras. 

My whole ftock, when on board, 
confifted in tlK jacket and trowfers I 
wore, With Imlf-a-guinea in fpeefie, 

which 
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which each man had received from the 
Company. Thus provided, I eOfni 
MCnced foldier at the early age of fdtiri. 
teen years* and fooil forgot both anxi^ 
for ffiyfolf,, and tOOeS* for thofe I 
had lef^. * 

Oft the I ft of April, 1^71, wfe failed 
from England With a fair Wind, Slid 
landed in Bengal, after What was theft 
deemed a prolp^TOiis paffage,* of fii 
month’s, oft the i ft' of OiStc^f folio Wing, 

It Waia our gmjd fortune tO be treated 
with humanity oft- board* ated* fo eft. 
cape calamitous diftempera dtfriftg'this 
iroyage* which Was marked With no. 
difafter, except that one Of the ifecruits* 
a very young man, who haviiig raftily 
left his friends, jumped Overboard and 
was loft- whilft- We* w^e at anchor in 
Falfe- Bay,- at the' Gape of Good Mdpe.'“ j 
Very foori alter my arriv^in Bern 
^ r Was, With other recruits* fMfUp 
to Dmapore, to complete the ftrft Ett* j 
C ropean I 
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rbpean regiment, then commanded by 
Colonel Champion, and appointed to 
Captain Mofes Crawford’s company- 
on the very day he attained that rank. 
1 was by this time perfedtlj reconciled 
to my fituation, for which I had not 
be^'^ without apprehenfions, (in the 
monaents of refledtion) fo natural to a 
youing; adventurer, who quits his na- 
tive ■ jToil, and traverfes the ocean to a 
dillant region, which ignorance; and 
the prejudices of education, have taught 
hiir^ to dread. I frequently fhuddered 
at theiifeivke •! had; engaged ’ in, and 
e<»|id^kdf the life of a- common fol- 
dier, - (fo little to be envied at home) to 
be fornething truly deplorable in this 
country but my uneafinefs was foon 
difpelled, and my fatisfadion ij|creafed 
in proportion to the magnitude of my 
fears.: fo different is the fituation of a 
private foldier in Bengal from what 
our; ideas reprefent, by comparing it 

with 
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tvith the fame thing in Europe, that 
my furprize was incredible, when I 
found that a life which is commonly 
efteemed wretched, was not without 
great comforts, and might even be ren-» 
dered defireable. ^ - ■ ‘ ' 

The troops at Dinapote took the 
field Ihortly after my arrival, under the 
command of General Sir Robert Bar- 
ker : it was dien that I, for the firil 
time in my life, beheld an Indian army * 
and the magnificente, as well as dif- 
order, which reigned in Sujah Dow- 
lah’s camp, filled me with an aftorfilh-*’ 
ment on walking through his rich bazar 
one day, the view of which will ever 
dwell on my memory, as it differed 
fo widely from the notions I had fonried 
to myfelf of hoftile preparations.^ 

As the hiftory of this campaign is i 
equally unimportant and fordgn to the , 
prefent narrative, I fhall pafs it over, 
well as what jbefel me for fov^l ' 
' C 2 years 
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in filence : let it 

5ce, ^at haying obtained a recom- 
i^qi^i^on tO; ^aptain, no^ Lieutenmt 
liuffey, of the art^illeiy, I re- 
n!? 1 i^p 4 W that corps in 1 779, from Cap- 
tain Charles Weer’s company of gre- 
ng4ie;|^, ,|6 I hajd the hpnoi^l of 

bploi^iging for a twelvemonth, and on 
thg of OfStober, 1780, being pie- 
\ yioully^ appointed, c^p colonrraan, 
eihl^iiie^ with Captain HulTey’s 
apo^'^ comply of artillery, apfl 
of ipfaptfcy, on board the K-ingfton, for 

I iy(ieii|caf|nti 

I %,ji|ijeiiCopte, tp l^a^as. . ■ , 

' Ifi i the ro^s ^ BjS^l^oxe w^ % 

w¥eh mig^t 
have .the,&i|ife ij|tere|^ 

3^§||, ^5 all the hppes of 
<#^^^;plie^pcy, peptpred in, Ihst*. 
cp^i;’-'tp:-^dye .#om,, hm it,^ 

a|i^,a%r 4fySi, a»d.we,ej!5pei., 
ii . rienced 
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rienced a good paffage againft the mon- 
foonj or fouth wefterly winds, landing 
Rt Fort St. George to the great joy of 
the whole fettlement, on the 5th o'f 
Noveml?6r following, hiving brought 
the pilot with us, as his’ flOop had' dif- 
appea^red in the ftorm. 

The general’s firft ca're was to col- 
led the difmayed troops at St. TKo- 
ma;s’s Mount,' with a view immedi- 
ately to arrOft the progrefs of Hyder’s 
dfcviftatietns; rGri the Very* diy ouf 
detachitient left the fort,* Serjeant i 
Dempfter, of the fame coinpany wth ; 
myfelf, of whom mention is made here- 
after, and feveral of whofe letters are 
printed in the “ Memoirs of the late 
“ War m Afa f deferted and went / 
over to Hyder.^ j ! 

. We took the fiold under our vetferan 
commander® on thfe 17th of January, 
1781, with all the troops that could be 
colleded and fpared for the purpofe, 

C 3 no 
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no more being left to garrifon Fort St, 
George 4 ian were judged abfolutely ne- 
eeiFary . The grand army confifted of 
about feven or eight thoufand eiFe<fl:ivc 
men, one eighth part of which were 
cavalry, and fixty pieces of ordnance, 
with a proportion of military ftores. 
This refpedable body of men, for- 
midable if oppofed in battle array to 
the moll numerous rabble of Alia, 
moved to the relief of Wandewalh, 
then clofely in veiled by Hyder Ally’s 
troops. Five days afterwards Caran- 
gooly was fuEprized by a detachment 
frorn'Iihei-army under Captain Davies,' 
and Hyder abandoned the liege the mo-» 
ment he heard of our approach. I 
i¥;colle(Sl it was efteemed a very aufpi:; 
clous omen that this event took place 
on the;' very anniverfary of that day, 
(namely the 2 2d of January), on which 
our general had proved fo eminently 
yiftprious at the fame place one and 

twenty 
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twenty years before, over Count Lally 
and the French army. After throw- 
ing fuccours into this place, the arpiy 
continued its march, and on the 3 th. 
of February, fat down on the Red 
hills near Pondicherry. It .Was here 
that my fufferings, for a length of 
years, commenced. 

I accompanied Lieutenant Doxat, 
our quarter-mafter of artillery, to Pon- 
dicherry, for the purpofe of deftroy- 
ing the French boats, that M. d’Orves, 
who had a few days before appeared 
on the coaft with a fleet, might not 
efled: the landing of military fup plies, 
R and a party of Frenchmen for Hyder’s 
feryice, and wloich attempt he had al- 
ready naade, bqt precipitately relin- 
I quilhed when our army approached. 

We fpiked feyeral iroii guns which the 
French had buried in the fand on the 
beach, and had juft broke up and fet 
fire to all the boats, when the day 
i C 4. dawned 

111 * ■ . ■■■ -1 '1 11 '-'I':.!:..'. I;!: 'll 
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^wned and forced us to retire, to avoid 
the firing from the. fleet. Our camp 
was within two miles pf the town, 
but before we had proceeded half-way 
flii^er, a prodigious buflle and hurry 
of people, punning confufedly towards 
Fond»c^aepry, annamwed a party of 
Hyder’s horfe, which had- iaterpofed' 
between the town and qup- camp. 
Waggons overfet, and loads of dif- 
^rent articles, proceeding to our bazar^ 
lay flattered and abandoned on the 
g^round. Lieutenant- Dpxat>, who in-, 
ilantly mounted has. horfej, .had-baardy 

parly- -■ of 

them came fuddenly uponme. J was* 
ai^ removed. to, a con-r 
venient diftanee frprafe the high road, 
and ftripped,:of eyery thing L pof 
^hefe -daring ItuMies ^'deftroyed 
evaryw. thing they met with, but ha^ 

. 'i 
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po time for removing the plunder, 
being purfued from our camp. In 
the. mean time they had ventured near 
enough to our lines to fnatch up thf 
ferjeant-major of one of the fepoy bat*? 
talions, who was bathing in. the front 
pf the quarter guard, in a tank; the 
name of this unfortunate man was 
B.lckman. 

My iituation from this, inftant be- 
came truly deplorable j rpbbed of li- 
berty, I found myfelf in the clutches 
of barbarians, who treated me wit^ 
cruelty and fcom, and kept me in fuf- 
penfe with refpgdt to my life. I was 
not, however, indulged with much 
time to contemplate the horrors of my 
fituation; for having, bound my^arms 
behind; me, they hurried me almoft 
naked before. Hyder, on the 6th of 
February, fibout. two o’clock in the 
afternoon; he was then encamped f on 
the , right flank of our army i at about 

^ five. 


NARRATIVE Oy 


a6 

five or fix miles diftance, between ua 
and ' Cuddelore, to the northward of 
the road. Hyder’s tent exhibited nor? 
thing very extraordinary and magnifi- 
cent^ except a rich Perfiah carpet fpread 
on the ground, and held down by four 
mafly filver weights at the comers, 
fomething in form refembling fugar 
loaves. Several French officers were 
prefent; I was interrogated through one 
of them, who fpoke Engliffi, with re-; 
fpedl to the firength and deftination 
of our army ; but having replied, that 
our troops amounted to 35,000 men, 
5©oo of wbom,>^were Europeans, and 
that we had feventy pieces of ordnance 
in the field, the interpreter briikly told 
, me, “ I we had no fuch thing I 

, and that all our Europeans in India 
' colle<fi:ed together would not amount 
i to that number. Hyder was fo much 
I exafpemted at my attempt to deceive 
1 him, that he kept me three days with- 
out 
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out any food, tied down on the ground 
in the rear of his tent, which was the • 
ftation I conftantly occupied during 
the feven days I remained in his campi 
In this miferable fituation, lying bound 
on the bare fand wh?n halting, and 
lafhed to Rickman, the ferjeant-major, 
when marching, expofed to the weather, 
day and night, without any nourifh- 
ment, I muft inevitably have perilhed, 
if the humanity of my guards had 
hot relieved me with fome food now 
and then by Health. On the fourth 
day, Hyder having encamped near 
Cuddelore, where the Englilh army 
was entrenched, I received a vifit from 
Mahomed Beg, a dubafli, who fpoke 
Englifh; he ordered me one feer of 
rice and two pice per day, which I re- 
ceived for four days, after which Ma- 
homed Beg paid me a feeond vifit, 
and propofed to me to enter into Hy- 
dej’s fervice: in order to prevail 'on 

. ■ me, 
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roe, he promifed that I fliould be well 
treated, aijd receive good pay ; but 
finding me obftinate in refiifing, he 
went away apparently much difiatis- 
fied, and it was not long before I felt 
the ill efie<its of my non-compliance, 
for half my daily allowance in money, 
together with fome provihons I had re- 
ceived from Hydef’s kitchen the laft 
four days, were immediately curtailed,' 
and I was lalhed to the ferjeant-ma- 
jor, and removed to Gingfee, a fmall- 
fort on a rock, which had be^ foru 
rendered to Hyder in a'tio^i^tfdly man-'^ 
ner the prf*fedlng ©ceemher, by a^party* 
of the nabob’s troops which chiefly 
cotnpofed the'garrifon, and \yhefe part 
of his army at this time- was* meanipedr 
to guard his women, provifions, ftoresv 
mid- camp equipage.- Before I was 
mov^, from. Hyder’s. camp,- I h^-the- 
mor-tiflcatic^ to fee our whole army 
drawn i^in.order of battle*, three days 
» • fuc- 
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fucceflively. Fortunatdy fome of my 
(pwn deaths and a blanket had been 
yeftored to me the day before I was de-. 
i :lai^d to enter into Hyder’s fervice. On 

nny arrival at Gihgee I was handrcufed, 

, and fironX thence, the fucceeding day, 

removed to Arcot, where my hand- 
cuflFs were exchanged for heavy leg- 
irons. I remained near three weeks 
I in the prifon of Arcot, and might, 

Ji am pretty certain, have efcaped, 
had: it ordy once during that period 
proved a very dark or rainy night; 
blit the moon and diais fhone> 
bright, (a circumftance which I at- 
that time thonght a ferious misfortune) 
and. it appeared fo impradieable to elude 
eur guards and the foldiers of Hyder, 
who infefted the ftiEets and placeman 
ring th^f clear nightsi, that the cir- 
snmftanee oi;* having/ connived, by 
means of perfeverance and a ■ 

broken china, to file down the head' 

of 


I 
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■ of tRe iiail which rivetted- my irofis^ 
fo as to ’ be able to throw them off at 
pleafure, availed me flo thing. One 

night’s., rain-, of even one heaty' 
fliower, would have driven guard's, 
fentries, and the whole garrifon, ac- 
cording to the pradtice.of .the Afiatic 
foldiers, uhder cover, and jconfequently 
left the coaft clear — but I was referved 
for fevercr trials. . ' - 

Colonel Baillic, Captain Rumley, 
Lieutenant Frazer, and a Mr. Skar- 
don, were at this time confined in 
Arcot. M l The . latter of thefe .gentlenieg 
hadlbeendthfe lEngliflisieiidmt ar Pon- 
dicherry, and treachercxully delivered up 
by the French inhabitants, who \Vere 
fuffered to refide unmolefted on their- 
paroles, at the time of. committing this 
adt of barbarity i An Europeail fol- 
dier, wHo. by fome negled: was left 
behind fick on the day we marched to 
th6 Red hills, and fiiatched up by fome 
■ ■ ■ of.-, 
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of the looties that conftantly hovered 
about our camp, died in his irons at 
this place, without receiving the 
fmallefl affiftance, or any notice being 
taken of his lamentations. ' Prior to 
my remove from hence my irons were 
taken off, and the hand-cuffs again re- 
placed, probably becaufe heavy fetters 
might retard the march to Seringapa- 
tam, to which place I was next def- 
ined , On the iff of March, 1781, 
this journey commenced, with the me- 
lancholy profpedt of never revifiting 
thofe companions from whom the 
chance of war had fecluded me. 

As foon as I was out of the fort of 
Arcot I difeovered three palanijuins, 
containing Britilh officers in the fame 
' predicament with myfelf, and I foon 

j learnt that they were Colonel Baillie, 

I Captain Rumley, and Lieutenant Fra- 

I zer, who had recovered from their 

' wounds. Mr. Skardoffs prifon had, 

I in- 
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indeed, been contiguons to mine j w'e 
bad -often converfed over the low wall 
which divided our cells, and this gen- 
tleman had affifted me both with money 
and cloaths, but he was as ignorant as 
myfelf of the fituation of the above 
ofScers, A Lieutenant Brumpton, de- 
livered up by the French nearly in the 
ferae manner as Mr. Skardon, and Mr. 
M‘Neal, the mate of a country fliip, 
had been, were among the prifoners at 
this time carried to Seringapatam. 

We proceeded to Arnee the firfeday, 
and the fecond to a fort at the foot of 
the hills, or gaufis. On this march 
we were exceedingly hurried, and fre- 
quently feruck to haften our fteps, the 
caufe of which, as I underftood from 
one of the prifoners, was our near ap- 
proach, in the coiirfe of the day, to the 
fort of Vellore, from whence almoll 
any party which had fallied might have 
refcued us, as our convoy only confilled 
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of about thirty fepoys, and fifty poly- 
gars. But they had, unfortunately, no 
intimation of our proximity at the gar- 
rifon, and it was entirely out of our 
power to apprize Colonel t^g, .the 
commanding officer '.of itj* %iy “"an^ 
means- or contrivance, nor had we airy) 
thing which could corrupt the fidelity 
of our convoy. 

It took us five day to traverfe the 
palTesj^and four days, more td"^ reach 
Offorej we pafifed an aftonifliing num- 
ber of fmall mud forts on the . road, 
and got to Seringapatam On the eighi^ 
teenth of the month. They allowed 
us to halt> one day in the pettah of 
Bangalore, round the wall of which 
they were digging a trench at the tirne, 
and adding ia ditch to. the weft ffice of 
the 'fort; f:#-.cannoti^ildf it was the 'l( 
fame all round, - as moi. offier fide waa I i 
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On our arrival at Seringapatam, Mr. 
Skardon. was fent to the officers prifon, 
but Uteatenant Brampton and Mr. 
M'Neal were lodged with us. The 
I forma* of thefe two had once efcaped 
from Hyder, and nearly reached Cud- 
1 delore b^ore he -was retaken; this 
might probably be his reafon for con- 
fining him amongft the foldiers, and 
treating him with more feverity than 
the reft of the officers, at leaft I never 
. heard of any other. Colonel Baillie, 
Captain Rumley, and Lieutenant Fra- 
, 2crj'^.iwere'’'0«fflfinpd':<-'!hy themfelves. 

moftly taken 
hoir^'I'acoallum, were all ffiut up in 
one tjonfifting of a very fpacious 

£q[uare,", with a ftxade or verandah along 
the wall, not unlike a feray, or what 
commonly termed a caiavan- 
faiy', .Numbers were, at the time of 
my arrival, afflided with epidemical 

dif- 
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rfiftenipers, but neither care nor afliil- 
ance were beflowed on them s a kind 
of dropfical fwelling, in particular, 
killed many. The fmall pox, fo fa^ 
tal in the call, efpecially to grown 
people who catch it in the naluml way, 
had found entrance into the prifonj 
and fwept away almoft all the prifoners 
who had not had the diforder. I af* 
cribe the prefervation of my life to a 
lingular contrivance,- having made -a 
fmall ball of wax as hard as I Coiild, I 
applied it to my leg, and tied one* of 
my coat buttons fo tight over it, that 
the ball forced a hole through the ikin 
into the leg, in which fituation I fuf- 
fered it to remain for feveial months, 
preferving a kind of conftant iffue. 

Shortly after my arrival amongft the 
prifoners, I was accofted by Seijeant 
Dempfter, who had deferted (as I have 
mentioned) at the Mount, but was 
now confined in the common prifon. 

Da R- 
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He queftioned me concerning my 
coming to Seringapatam, but on dif- 
covering my averfion to his difcourfe, 
and 'ithat I had been taken prifoner, 
he put an end to the converfation by 
prefenting me with fome hoppers,* and 
f^med fomewhat alliamed at meeting^ 
a perfojn who had belonged to the 
fame corps with himfelf. After this 
time, I had little intercourfe with him, 
notwithftanding we continued for fe- 
veral months in the fame prifon. He 
was univerfally detefted by the pr»- 
foners, being a deferter, and alfo fuf- 
pedled'dfffoiBf^raes betraying his coun- 
trymen to the tyranny of the power 
which held them in captivity. He 
protefted he ”had no intention of de- 
ferting tOr Hyder, and that he had only 
intended to get off to fome Ihip, but 
was picked up in the attempt. He re- 

* A kiiid of cake made of rice flour. 
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ceived good treatment, and fome marks 
of attention at firft, but irregularity 
and mifcondudl; bad forced Hyder to 
degrade him almojft immediately j he 
ffill received feveral indulgences, and 
was well difpoied to be ufeiul to the 
tyrant, though his behaviour was too 
inconhftent to entitle him to ' confi- 
dence, and defeated any views he might 
have of railing his fortune in the fer- 
vice of a native power j— -he formerly 
: held a .cpmmiffion in his Majefty ’s fer- 

j ' vice, 

I remained nine months in this pri- 

fon, conftantly loaded with irons, and 
■ allowed only one feer of rice and a pice 

p per day, during which time, as the 

! wifh of delivering ourfelves from fo 

> intolerable a captivity chiefly occu- 

pied our thoughts. Lieutenant Brump- 
I ton, Mr. M ‘Neal, three others, and 
I myfelf, formed a plan for efcaping, 

r We had already prepared rice-cakes as ^ 

D 3 pro- 
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provifions for the jparney, and procured 
ropes for fcaling the wall, when the 
veiy evening preceding our proppfed 
departure, ^ heavy Jhower of rain 
fell and walhed away that identical 
part of the prifon wall which had been 
fixed upon for the efcalade, A firong 
guard was in confequence immediately 
planted on the fpot. The rain not only 
difconcerted our plan, but alfo it disco- 
vered what a perilous talk we had enga- 
ged in j for when the wall was down, J 
perdeived fufficient unknown obftacles 
to conyince me how little probability 
Shere , wa& pf haying fucceeded, The 
Scheme' was accordingly laid afide, for 
a frulbrated' attempt to efcape wopld 
only have augmented the rigour of our 
confinement, 

in the month of September, i"8i, 
about fix months after my imprifour 
ment, the Nyar, a Bramin, and the 
comm^iK^ier of our guards, entered the 

prifon 


? 
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prifon early in the morning, and fe- 
ledted Serjeant Dempfter, with fifteen 
more of the prifoners, among whom 
, were two young boys, drummers of 

the 73d regiment ; ftruck ojBF their 
irons, and without deigning to utter a 
word, carried them away, for the pur- 
pofe, as I foon after underftood, of 
circumcifing them. They refified a 
long while, and bore veiy cruel treat- 
ment before they fubmitted to this 
operation, nor did they fubmit at lall, 
until they were ftupified with majum,^ 
^ which they had been forced to fwallow. 

£ This incident fpread general terror 

amongft the reft of the prifoners, every 
one apprehending that he might be the 
£ next vidtim devoted to Mahometifm j nor 

: were our fears groundlefs, for early 

in January, 1 782, the lame perfons re- 
f entered our prifon, accompanied by 

I 

Ser- 


* A ftrong opiate. 

D 4 


40 J!JAI?.RATIVE of 

Serjeant Denipfter, and made a fecond 
feledion of fourteen, in which number 
I had the misfortune to be included. 
As Dempfter was fufpedled of a fliare 
in this horrid bufinefs, at leaft fo far 
as pointing out the objedls omwhoni 
the choice ought to fall j every one of 
us were highly exafperated againft hini, 
and it was fortunate for him that he 
was protedled by the guards. The 
treatment the firft vidlims had under- 
gone, ferved in fome degree to apprize 
iis of the iputilitjt of refiftance. With 
horror and indignation we fwallpwed 
the nayeptic^|><?lipn» andlthofe ^hom 
the dofe had no effedt upon, were 
forcibly feized and pinioned by ftout 
cofFres, whilft the operation was per- 
formed (having previoufly ihaved u$ 
in the cuftomary manner) a ceremony 
which they continued to obferve for 
three years. After the operation, our 
right ears were perforated, and fmall 

iilver , 
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filver rings with round knobs fixed in 
then), this being a mark of flavery 
amongfl: the Mahometans. As foon 
as we had recovered from this diabolical 
ceremony , w'c were transferred to what 
is termed the tyrant’s » batta- 
lions (that is, llaves j) thele are com- 
poled of fuch of his own fubjedts as 
have been condemned to perpetual fia- 
yery, and fuch unfortunate captives as 
he takes in war. T. he prelent confifted 
chiefly of boys furprized in the Car- 
natic, whom he accuftomcd to military 
exercife, with large fticks, cut in the 
lhape of mulkcts. The talk impofed" 
upon us (thofe who. refufed being 
fruelly flogged) was to inftrud thefe 
Chaylahs in the manual exercile. r Our 
lituation confequently became worfe 
than before ; we were obliged to per- 
form an office, which, however fmall 
the benefit we took care the pradi- 
tioners lliould derive from it, could 


not 
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not but caufe the deeped affli<3;ion, 
when we refledied they were the de-, 
telled enemies of our country whom 
we were compelled to inftrudt in that 
very art which w^ould prove deftrudlive 
to our countrymen. 

After we had been made what 
was termed Muffelrnen, we negledted 
no opportunity of evincing our con- 
tempt for the religion of our tormen- 
tors, and the cruel force they had em- 
ployed againft us, by catching dogs, 
and bandicoots (a fpecies of large 
rats) and circumcifing tlKm pub- 
Kcly.^’}. operation never failed to 
exafperate them, particularly as the dog 
fs held a: very impure animal, and it 
cannot be doubted but we very often 
owed fome additional ill ufage to thefe 
infults on one of their moft facred rites ; 
fuch behaviour would have been unpar- 
donable, had not the compelling us to 
undergo an abhorred operation been fo 
I bafe 
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bafe and barbarous an ad of oppref- 
Con, that it was impoiEble to refled 
on it with temper, and at lead; juftified 
what might not be abfolutely prudent 
t and fafe. 

In the month of March this year, 
one of the lately difciplined ^haylah 
battalions which Hyder had ordered to 
join a body of troops deftined for par- 
ticular fervice, encamped at Periapa" 
tam, a rock about twenty cofs to the 
fouth weft of Seringapatam, and vilible 
from the fort. This battalion was ac- 
' companied by twelve of the circum^ 

: cifed Europeans, ading as officers over 

! flaves, and probably intended by way 

of experiment; Hyder imagining, I 
[ fancy, that a tacit compliance with 

' his fervice might be exaded from thefe 

s unfortunate men, although their fenti- 

j ments and feelings would not allow j 

I them openly and avowedly to acquiefee ) 

in it. They had been, however, but' 
I a very 

1 
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a veiy fliort time detached, before four 
of the Europeans found means to make 
their efcape, by eluding the fentries at 
pight, and immediately entering the 
Nyar yungles, which lie to the fouth- 
ward of Seringap.atam, and from 
whmce, after encountering innumerable 
dangers and fuffering incredible hard- 
fhips* thpy, arrived fafe at Bedanore, 
commanded by General Matthew;s, 
who fent them to Mangalore, from 
whence, as I afterwards , underftood, 
they were removed to Fort St. George, 
at the time General Matthews was 
taken pffof fe}lpTiys was 

^ much weakened and overcome with 
fatigue , apd hupger, that when they 
were near Bedanore, his legs failed him, 
nor had the othem ftrength enough to 
affill him^ having a good conilitution, 
he lived till a dooly from the garrifon 
came to fetch him into the fort. . This 
efcape, however, proved yeiy fatal to 
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the remiining eight, for no fooner was 
the flight of theh friends difcoveredj 
than they were marked as vidlims 
of revenge. They were accordingly 
brought out in front of that battalion to 
t’vhith a few hours before jthey had 
adfed as officers, with their hands tied 
behind, and received three laffies with 
a bunch of tamarind twigs from each 
of the Chaylahs, which, from tlie num- 
ber compofing the battalion, amounted 
to fifteen hundred laffies. Thus were 
innocent men puniffied to alTuage the 
cruel refen tment of difappointed villains, 
incenfed becaufe four Europeans liad 
eluded their vigilance, and becaufe they 
difcovered that no affiftance w as to be 
derived from the Engliffi captives, nor 
any trull to be placed in men who pof- 
fefled a right to liberate themfelves by 
every opportunity that offeted: after 
fuffering this fevere flagellation, their 
hands were fecured in a log of wood, 

with 
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with holes in it, fomething like ftocks^ 
and in that fituation they were fent to 
Mimclatnore, a very high and de- 
tached rock, with feveral forts on it,- 
about thirty cofs from Seringapatam, 
in the Chittledroog country. Here 
one of the unfortunate fuiferers , a Dutch- 
man by birth, expired of the inhuman 
flogging without having his hands en- 
larged before his death. After fix 
months confinement in Munclamore, on 
one feer of ^ per day, they were 
fent back to Seringapatam, and a ftridt 
order accompanied them from Hyder, 
to fufier none of the prifoners on any 
account whatever, to be trufted with 
detachments in future, but to guard 
them clofeiy and confine them to the 
exercife of the Chaylahs^ in garrifon. 

■ * A fmall grain eaten by the natives, not 
unlike muftard feeds. 
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rival of Colonel Braithwaite^ s de- 
tachment^ and of fever al feamen given 
up by Suffreln — mortality among the 
prijoners — death of Colonel Baillie 
— demife of Hyder Ally — he is fuc- 
ceeded by fippoo Sultan — murder of 
General Matthews. 

"y^HILST the above prifoners fuf- 
fered for the efcape of four of 
their friends, the whole of the officers 
and men of Colonel Braith waiters de- 
tachment in theTanjore countiy arrived 
in captivity, and fpread a gloom of de- 
fpondence through the feveral prifons. 
Every frefh vidory gained by the ty- 
rant naturally fhifted the profpedl of our 
deliverance to a greater diftance, aug- 
mented 
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merited the number of miferable ob^ 
jeds on whom his daily cruelty was 
wreaked, and rendered him more in- 
fenfible in proportiori as he imagined 
himfelf rifing in power. This detach- 
ment furrendered on the eighteenth of 
the preceding February, and confifted 
of about two__th,Qufand efFedtive men. 
In addition to our mifery, we learnt 
from thefe unfortunate prifoners, that 
our army remained in a ftate of inac- 
tivity at the mount. 

The number of Chaylahs that were 
confined in the tort together, without 
fufficient room tb^breathe in, and totally 
difregarded and furrounded by filth 
which was ‘never removed, created at 
lall: epidemical difeafes, which were 
fatal to great numbers. The unfortu- 
nate 'Europeans had in this cafe, no 
better chance than the wretches with 
whom they were intermixed in one 
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common prifon. It was not until the 
contagion had raged a confiderable time 
wdth unabated fury, and effedted great 
deftrudlion, that they removed us to 
another prifon on the iflaiid, where we 
had a little more room to move in, and 
enjoyed a purer air than the infedted 
and putrid vapours which we w^ere 
before fubjedl to. As a farther help 
towards preventing infedlion, greater 
care was taken to clean the new prifon, 
which confifted of a fpacious fquare, 
fituated be.cn the fort and the new 
village, to the fouthward of the for- 
mer, called Gunjam Pet. The tem- 
I; porary comfort which this falutary 

change afforded, was of fhort dura- 
'i tion, tor Icarcely had our drooping 

I fpirits recovered from the terror of cer- 

: ' tain death, which ftared us in the face, 

and our hopes in fome degree revived 
from the diminution of reftraint, before 
E a fa-< 
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a fatal and injurious mifreprcfentation 
of our conduct plunged us into new 
troubles. It was related, Heaven 
knows from what caufe, unlefs every 
outward appearance of tolerable fpirits 
difplcafed our perfccutcrs, that indul- 
gence had rendered us lazy, and that 
we riegledted the inftruClion and ex- 
ercife of the Ch ay labs. It availed no' 
thing that there was no foundation for 
fuch a report, no attention was paid to 
our remonltrances ; the killadar fent 
for us into the fort, ordered the fetters 
from which we had been exempted, 
fince the initiation into Mahoraetifm, 
to be replaced, and the guards to drive 
us back with huge flicks, to our for- 
mer prifon on the ifland, which being 
diftant near a mile, fubjedled us to a 
pretty found drubbing before we reached 
it, though we made every expedition. 
After this, we w'ete obliged to exer- 

cife 
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cifc the Chayldhs in heavy irons during 
a whole month. ,, 

Lieutenants Speedinian and Rutledge V< ' ' 
W’-ere brought to prifon this year, in the ''I’l?. ' j 
month of July. , The fate of thefe 
gentlemen was uncommonly hard, and 
the treatment they met with from the 
cruel conqueror, ftrangely barbarous, 
and wantonly different from the other 
officers. The particulars relative to 
their capture, &c. as related iri a letter 
from themfelves to their brother offi- 
cers, are as follows : Having beeh left 
wounded at Vellore, in the beginning 
of the year, they remained in that gar- 
rifon until the month of June, when 
an efcort of one company of fepoys, 
three three-pounders, and a number of 
Polygars arrived with fiipplies for the 
fort. Stimulated by military ar- 
dor, they had determined, being pretty 
well recovered of their wounds, to 
E a feixe 
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feize this opportunity of rejoining the 
army, to lhare in the aftive fervice of 
the campaign ; but on the fecond day’s 
march from Vellore, Tippoo with his 
army came down upon them. It was 
not until moll of the Company’s fe- 
poys were wounded, their ammunition 
nearly expended, and the Polygars had 
deferted them, that this fmall detach- 
ment furrendered to Tippoo’s whole 
force, by hoifling a w hite handkerchief 
for quarter, which was granted. They 
received tolerable good ufage in Tip- 
poo’s camp, but met with quite the 
reverfe from Hyder himfelf, who de- 
tained them five days, then mixed 
them with a parcel of Carnatic boys, 
and difpatched them to Seringapatam. 
On their arrival there, tliey were con- 
fiderably furprized not to be confined 
in tire prifon with the other officers, 
but were almofi; rendered fpeechlefs, 

' it " i ^ ^ ^ ■'tvheni: 
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when the iiorrid defign of circumcifing 
; them became evident. They were 

j . marched to the village of Gunjam Pet, 

-and* fecurcd in a large fquare building, 
where they found nine Europeans that 
had already undergone this abominable 
operation. Parties from the guard came 
now every hour of the day to them, 
Ibmetimes with promifes, at others 
with drawn fwords, chawbucks, and 
ropes ready to tie them, and the bar- 
ber in the rear with lhaving imple- 
ments, to exad their confent to the 
mutilation. Finding this • method in- 
elfedlual after trying it for feveral days, 
- they hoped by feparating the tw'o gen- 

tlemen to force a compliance. This 
; proving equally inefficacious, thejem- 

I mandar feemed to take compaffion on 

them, and promifed to write to Hyder 
j in their behalf ; but when they began to 

imagine the monftrous purpofe had been 
E 3 laid 
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laid afide, at leaft till Hyder’s anfwer 
could be received, they were furprifed 
on the ayth oi Aiiguft by a dozen flout 
fellows with chawbucks and as many 
cofFres with ropes, &c. who feized them 
without ceremony, tied them, cut off 
their hair, and then walked away. On 
the hrft of September following, the 
fame villains returned again, feized and 
tied them, and then compelled them tQ 
fwallow a dole of nicijum, which di- 
vefted them of fenfation whilfl they 
were circumcifed. I 
Some time after the arrival of thefe 
pntlemen,. feven of thofe that had al- 
ready been circumcifed, amongft which 
number I was included, were carried 
again into the fort to difcipline fome 
^ hundreds of Carnatic boys, lately tom 
’• S native foilS 1 had 
not been many days in the fort before 
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fifty feamen arrived from Bangalore, 
being a part of thofe given up to liy- 
der by Admiral Suffrein at Cuddelore 
in June. Thefe were all chofen young 
men, picked out from about three hun- 
dred that the Admiral gave up, and 
defirined for Hyder’s army. Meflfs. 
Wilfon, Edimon, Auftine, Whiteway, 
Drake, Cardman, and Lefage, mid- 
llripmen, were of the number. The 
youngeft and handfomefi; of thefe un- 
fortunate men underwent a fecond fe- 
ledlion at Seringapatam, and were 
I lodged in the palaqc, as part of the ty- 

, rant’s houlehold, where they received to- 

lerable good treatment, were inftrudted 
^ in the language of the Eaft, and taught 

; different arts and exercifes according; 

i to the flations they were intended to 

; fill about his perfon, and whenever 

their tutor went abroad, they attende4 
him. Some of thefe, after the peace, 
E 4 w^ere 

i 
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were intended for dancing boys, and 
fent among the Notch people to be 
inftrudled in the manoeuvres belonging 
to tliat art. Mr. Cadman was one ot 
tliofe to whom the latter choice had 
fallen, but on account of what they 
thought refraftory behaviour, he was 
returned to the Chayiahs, and was of 
the party, who made their efcape with 
me, and has lincc, as I am very happy 
to hear, got fafe to Madras. Meffrs. 
Wilfon, Ediman, Auflin, and White- 
way, loft their lives in the tyrant’s do- 
minions fome years ago. Thefe un- 
fortunate and bafely facrificed feamen 
had all been circumcifed, and \vere 
confidered as the unqueftionable pro- 
perty of Hyder, which no treaty fhould 
induce him to give up, having received 
them from an ally and ftiend, whofe 
bufinefs it would be to anfwer for them, 
Ihould they ever become the fubjcdl of 


an 
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;m inquiry. It was the opinion of the 
wretched fufferers that SufFrien Jiad 
fold them to the tyrant j they all de- 
‘ dared that the Admiral had offered 

them each a hat full of dollars, if they 
would do duty on board the French 
fleet, it being reduced to great lliifts 
for want of hands-, and they uniformly 
leemed to think that their firm refufai 
provoked the admiral to giye them up 
to Hyder j nay, that he had threatened 
them with doing fo in cafe of non- 
compliance. Thirty of them were for- 
i tunate enough to efcape from Arnee 

immediately after the furrender, with- 
; out even being miffed, and many more, 

no doubt, would have got off' the fame 
> way, as they had found means when 

i they wei;e miiftered, to deceive by 

counting twice for thofe miffing in the 
i evening, a trick that could not eafily 

be difcover.ed as long as their face? 

werq 
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were not perfedlj known; but fome 
that were retaken by Hyder’s people 
roufed the fufpicion of the guards. 
Two, however, contrived to get away 
after this, but one of them iillily returned 
the next day, having miffed his road, 
and brought the -account of his com- 
panion’s death, who was drowned in 
attempting to pafs a river. 

I fhall not here add any animadver- 
fions on the condud of Admiral Suf- 
frein, in relinquifhing thefe men to a 
barbarian ; the world has formed its 
unbiaffed opinion of the matter, which 
is not to be deftroyed by the attempt 
of transferring the guilt to the govern-: 
ment of Madras, as has appeared in a 
letter from the admiral to Mr. Hai- 
tings. It is well known not tq 
be the pradice of civilized warfare, 
either to murder or fell prifoners 
when we aye incapable of maintaining 
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or fccuring them, but in fuch cafes to 
fuffer them to depart on their paroles. 

The regifters of modern wars abound 
with inftances of fuch condudl, which, 
if neither cuftom or prudence didiated, ■ ' 

the laws of humanity, at leaft, ought ‘ " 
to preferibe. ; ■i' ";'. 

Three days after the arrival of thefe • 
Europeans, 800 niore Carnatic inhabi~ 
tants were brought into captivity. ,, 

[_In the month of November this year, 
namely 178a, the univerfally efteemed 
and beloved Colonel Baillie fell a vic- 
tim to long illnefs, and fatigues of 
mind as.weh as body, and died in the 
prifon of Seringapatam. I think I 
faw his funeral, without however 
knowing, at the time, that it was the 
colonel’s. It was the prevalent report 
among the prifoners that he fell by t ^ ^ 

pqifon, but from what I have been able I 
to coiled then, as well as iince, I ? 

have 
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have no right to believe that his demife 
was aduallj brought on by mortal 
drugs, though the inhuman conqueror 
certainly was acceiTary to it, by ex- 
prefsly witholding medical aid from 
him during his painful difeafe, not- 
withftanding repeated applications, for 
that purpofe, and treating him, from 
the commencement of his captivity, 
with exccilive feverity. It cannot 
tlicrefore be doubted, that he rejoiced 
in the deccafe of fo able and diftin- 
guilhed an officer, and that he, per- 
haps, fccretly hoped his villainous ar- 
tifice would anfwer the fame purpofe 
as opgn violence, though nothing but 
furmifes can be offered for the conduit 
that w'ould have been purfued had this 
I’cheme mifearried, particularly as Co- 
lonel ^Braithewaite was fuffered to ef- 
cape, Tippoo’s behaviour to General 
Matthews is by no means a true cri- 
terion 
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terion to iudge from, as the whole of 
that aliair is involved in obfcure cir- 
cumftances and fadis hitherto very par- 
tially developed. 

'rewards the end of the year the 
tidings of Hyder’s demife reached Se- 
ringapatam. This happened but a very 
few days after the death of the unfor- 
tunate Colonel, fo that if he died by 
his order, the barbarian did not him- 
felf furvive the bafe murder. The end 
of this turbulent and ambitious tyrant 
gave birth to various fpeculations and 
expe<Sations, but was attended ivith 
none of thole commotions commonly 
produced by the demife of an Eallern 
monarch. His fon 'Fippoo Saheb, 
fince called Tippoo Sultan, took undif- 
fturbed polTellion of all his father’s 
territories, and the command of valt 
armies, at a time when many difafFec- 
ted individuals filled both the camp 

and 
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and city. This muft be efteemed no 
contemptible proof of his abilities as 
a politician as well as a foldier ; fuch ’ 
authority, at leafti did his known cha- 
radter carry with it, that no open at^“ 
tempts were made to oppofe his ac- 
ceffion, or divide and circuttifcribe his 
power. Tippoo was with his army, 
at a conlxderable diftance from Hy- 
der when he died, but when, the in- 
formation reached him, he hailed 
to his father’s camp, and made fucli 
difpohtions and arrangements as he 
judged pjrudent and neceffary, tvithout 
relaxing, ' hh "Rn^ degree, the vigour 
with w'hich he carried on the w'ar 
againft the Bnglifh. 

The cuftomary mournings w'ere ob- 
ferved at Seringapatam, but the people' 
feetned not to regret the lofs of their 
ruler. His ' remains were not brought 
to the capital till three months after his 

'death, 

■ 3 
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cleatli, and interred in the part of the 
ifland which is called the Lollbaug 
garden. The ufual obfequies of eaftem 
; monarchs were profufely bellowed orv 

this occalion, and confilled chiefly in 
charities to the indigent, and magnifi- 
cent eredtions to the deceafed. 

One of Tippoo’s firfl: Heps towards 
fecuring and llrengthening his govern- 
ment, was to place a new killadar in 
f Seringapatam. He brought with hirn 

a battalion of fepoys to enforce his au- 
: thority, and to remove any impedi- 

I ments which he might encounter in 

I pofleffing himfelf of his office. The 

i Europeans had every caufe imaginable 

to be afflidled at this change, for the . 
I new killadar, Syud Mahomed Khan, i 

t turned out the greateft fcourge we had , 

I yet met with, neglecting no opportu- ■ 

I nity to fatiate the- bent of his inclina- ■ 

I tion, which delighted in cruelty. The * 

t old 


* 
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old killadar, (by name Siddeboy) wbo 
often had fliewn us mercy when it de- 
pended upon' him, and he could do it 
with fafety, (for it is dangerous to be 
compaffionate and poffeffed of feelings in 
the fervice of a tyrant) was fliortly af- 
ter imprifohed in irons, and remained 
fo for a confiderabic time, probably, to 
render him ' incapable of being dange- 
rous, as his brother Hyder Sahcb had 
betrayed Bedanore, and gone over to 
General Matthews, flrortly after Hyder’s 
death. This man, though of known 
fidelity and attachment to Hyder’s go- 
vernment, ■ 'turned , traitor (I have been 
informed) in his own defence, the in- 
ftant his- former mafter expired, and 
took refuge with the Englifh to pro- 
vide for his own fafety, dreading the 
refentment of the new ruler, who had 
threatened, and who, he was well af- 
fured, would have facrificed him to his 

anger, 
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anger, being exafperated on account of 
a chaftifement which, by order of Hy- 
der, he had given Tippod when a 
young boy, and for which his unfor- 
giving temper bafely meditated ven- 
geance on the innocent executor of the 
order of a father. 

The hopes which had been in- 
dulged when the death of Hyder be- 
came public, founded on the expeda- 
tion of a favourable change in our af- 
fairs, through the mildnefs of Tip- 
poo’s temper, who had hitherto borne 
a character for humanity, and on the 
probability of his being Unable to pro- 
fbcute the war after an event produc- 
tive in general of great revolutions in 
this country, quickly vanifhed; and 
it was foon difcovered, that if Tippoo. i 
did not furpafs, he at leaf: equalled his ; 
father in averlion and hatred to the ; 
Europeans j that his character had not 
F hitherto 




hitherto appeared in a true light, but 
that now, when he found it, no longer 
neceffary to diffemble or conciliate the 
^ aifedtions of his father’s fubjeds, he 
threw afide the mafli, and diewed him- 
felf in his genuine colours j it was alfo 
found that he could, and aarually did, 

carry on the war with unabated vh 
gour. 

In the montn of February, 1 783, Lieu- 
tenant Frazer, (Colonel Baiilie’s brigade 
, ' niajoi) and Captain Rumley, who had 
both been confined with tfe Colon^ 
but had not any fufpicions of his being 
poifoned, as is evident from a letter 
which they wrote to the other officers, 
and a Lieutenant Sampfon, of Colonel 
Braith'vvaite’s detachment, were fent 

in a^^very myfterious manner to My- 

fore. I ■ ■ * ^ 

I'T-^ learnt, about this time, that 
L: ' Speediman and Riitledo-p. 
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xvere under very fevere confinement and 
in heavy irons at GunjumPet, inconfe- 
quence of an attempt to efcape : their 
fcheme was to have made a hole in the 
pnfon wall, being confined in a feparate 
apartment whilft under cure for cir- 
cumcilion. Nothing but defpair, how- 
ever, could have infpired the refolution, 
there not being the fmallefi: probability 
ot getting away had they even fucceeded 
in breaking the wall, which never was 


effedled, as a black fer\^ant belonging 
i^i^titenant Rutledge betrayed them. 
They wTre confequently deteded in the 
fiid, and fecured as above-mentioned, 
without any other fubfifience than w'hat 
their fellow prifoners afforded them. 
When tSey had been two months tor- 
tured in thfs difgraceful manner, they 
W'ere ordered to drill the Chaylahs. ‘ J 
The deplorable lofs of Nagram, '' or 
Bedanore, \vas one of the heavy dif- 

^ ^ . afters 
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afters which fignalized the beginning 
of this year. Early in the month of 
May the whole of Tippoo’s capital 
rung with fliouts and rejoicings in con- 
fequence of this re-capture ; ftigar a.nd 
fwectnieats were carried about the town 
in baikets, and diftributed to the inha- 
bitants under the difcharge of cannon, 
1 do not recoiled; the fpirits of the pri- 
foners to be fo much depreffed at any 
one time during the -whoie of my cap- 
tivity as on this mournful occafion. 
The lofs of Bedanore had vexed Tip- 
poo exceedingly, nor was he chagrined 
without very good caufe, as his capital 
had been expofcd during the abfencc of 
lus armies from the rapid progrefs of 
General Matthews, who "alfuredly 
would liave penetrated' to the very gates 
of Seiingapatam, had he been informed 
of the true ftate of affairs j where not 
only the European prifoners, but the 
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captive natives, and as afterwards ap- 
peared, a formidable confpiracy , would 
have been ready to forward his enter- 
prize, and no force to oppofe him. 
By the capture of General Matthews 
and his army in a moft inglorious 
manner, the tyrant was delivered from 
every future apprehenfion, and enabled 
to exadf more imperious terms lliould 
a peace be propofed, In lliort, the 
difaifrous confequences of this lofs, to 
a part of which we had the mortifi- 
cation of being eye- witnefifes, pre- 
fented themfelves in fuch difhear- 
tening colours, and dejeded us fo 
much, that a long time elapfed before 
we recovered any tolerable degree of 
eompofure. To add acutenefs to our 
diftrefs, we were defired, or rather 
compelled, to partake of the fweet- 
rneats prepared for the rejoicings, and 
our pofitive refufal was conftrued into 
F ^ a ftub- 
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a fbubbornefs which deferved correc- 
tion s accordingly our evil genius, the 
bafe and dark-minded killadar, deter- 
mined to make us feel the effedls of 
his difpleafure. He ordered us in 
future into the xmk& Chaylahs, 

(hitherto having only fuperintended 
them) prohibited every fpecies of in- 
texcourfe and communication with each 
other, even that of converfing together 
in public, and condgned us to the 
.charge of fentries, who confined us in 
a fquaie building the whole day with- 
out any food. Terrified at this extra- 
ordinary, ■ unprovoked, and fudderi 
change of treatment, and very fcnfible 
that paflive fubmiffion only would ferve 
to render our enemies more oppreffivc 
and inexorable, we refolved towards 
the evening to be informed of our def- 
tiny. Having forced the fentries placed 
over us, we proceeded in a body to the 
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killadar’s quarters, and remonftrated in 
the moil fubmiffive terms againfl; the 
cruelty of ftarving and tormenting us 
without any real caufe. He took not 
the fmalleft notice, however, of our 
complaint, but ordered a party of fepoys 
to furround us, and tie us with ropes i 
after which he ordered us, one by one, 
to be fcourged in his prefence, until 
his favage difpolition was glutted with 
the groans extorted from us, Enfign 
Clark, who had Hood our fpeaker on 
this occalion, being well verfed in the 
Hindoftany, or Moor language, was 
firfl; on the lift, and moft inhumanly 
flogged* a few only efcaped by the un- 
merciful barbarian’s growing tired of 
the fport. We were kept the whole 
of this night and the fucceeding day^ 
in the open air, bound and expofed to 
the burning fun. On the fecond even- 
ing fome victuals were diftributed 
F 4 amongll 
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amongft us, when we were difperfed 
in different places amongft the flaves, 
and treated with uncommon rigour for 
a long time afterwards. 

A lingular fpecies of cruelty, that 
had no other objed: in view than 
wanton malice, and the barbarous de- 
light our villains conftantly took in 
tormenting and infuiting the Ertglilli 
prifoners, occurred about this time. 
Four European women, with their 
hulbands, belonging to the Bedanore 
garrifon, were brought to Seringapa- 
tam, where they, were torn from the 
men, whom the villains fent to Chittle- 
droog, and afterwards allotted the wo- 
men to four pf the black flaves. Tw'o 
became the property of the natives of 
Myfore, and the other two became the 
property of a couple of abominable 
- Abyliinians, with wEom they were 
compelled to live, ’ I faw thefe women 
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inyfelf, they were good-looking fe- 
males, but pity was jail the 
I was able to afford thefn. It would, 
indeed, make too latge a regifter of 
horrors, to enumerate every particular 
inflance in which thefe unfeejjng men 
treated us with inhumanity . 

A confpiracy againft the ufurper was 
difcovered in the month of Augiift this 
year, and muft have alarmed him con- 
fiderably, as it evidently teftified the 
difpofitions of fome, if not of all his 
fubjedls. The projed was planned, I 
underftood, with much precaution and 
judgement, and it was intended that 
the European prifoners fhpuld be ad- 
mitted to a fhare in the . enterprize, 
which had nothing lefs in view than to 
reftore the reins of government to the 
ancient race of Myfore, and emaiici- 
pate the prefent king from the fhackles 
of the regency. One of the confpira- 
|ors betrayed the plot, on the very eve 
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of its execution,;? by whicli he faved 
himfelf, 'and brought his affociates 
to the moft excruciating tortures, and 
the moft dreadflil ends, fuch ss being 
dragged to , death at the heels of ele- 
phants, '&c. .It is to be regretted that 
this fchememifcarried, as mucheffufton 
of blood, and many lamentable cataf- 
trophes, as well at that time as in the 
prefent war, would by this means have 
been averted , and our fourthern poftef- 
lions been delivered from an inveterate 
and faithlefs neighbour. It was a 
matter of much aftonifhment, , that the 
prifoners all efcaped fufpicion on this 
occafion, though it muft certainly have 
been their prefence which encouraged 
the projed:, nor is it to be credited, 
that none of them were in the fecret. 

The peace which adually took place, 
began to be rumoured towards the end 
of this year, but we had heard fuch 
frequent and various reports of this na- 
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ture, all of which had proved to be 
groundlefs eonje^ure or fimple inven- 
tions, that the comforts which theie 
I reports had yielded at firft, had 

worn away, and we liftened to the 
news of peace with the fame diftruft 
that we ufed to attend to the violated 
promifes which from time to time 
were made to us by our tormentors. >, 
The month of September this year ‘ 
1793, was diftinguiflied by the inhu- 
man murder of General Matthews, ; 
w ho was certainly poifoned in a very 
barbarous manner, being If arved until he 
had confented to eat of th^food which 
he had difcovered contained poifon. He 
refufed for feveral days to tafte nou- 
riihment, but hunger furmounted at lalf 
the delire of protradting a miferable 
exiftence, and he fw^allowed a plentiful 
portion of the vidtuals prepared for 
him, and in a few hours after ex- 
in violent convullions. I am the 

better 
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better enabled to affert this fadl, having 
fince converfed with the. Generars two 
European fervants, who, after being 
kept long in fufpenfe, were fuftered to 
live, and confirmed the Much 

was faid amongfl the prifoners, and 
much, no doubt, has gone abroad into 
the world concerning the whole of 
Tippoo’s behaviour to the unfortunate 
General, which commenced with a 
bafe breach of faith, and clofed with a 
barbarous murder. His bafe and cruel 
condudt has, no doubt, been expofed in 
all the colours which can render guilt 
odious, but I do not find that it has. 
ever been impartially fuggefled by our 
countrymen, how. much it was furrai-. 
fed that Tippoo, barbarian and tyrant 
as he is, neverthelefs did not make 
himfelf guilty in the firji violation of 
the Bedanore capitulation. 
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C H A P. III. 

Removal of the prlfoners from Seringa- 
patam to Myfore — various expeditions 
of Tippoo againf the tributaries of the 
Nham — cruel treatment of the prifo- 
ners — marriage offippods eldef fon — * 
his intolerance to his Hindoo fubjedis — 
his attack upon the Rajah of Travan- 
core — rupture between him and the 
Rnglijh — approach of General Mea- 
dows — aSlion with Colonel Floyd — 
the pr if otters conduSied to the hill 
forts, 

TN the month of December foliow- 
ing, ali the circumcifed Europeans 
in Seringapatam were removed to My- 
fore, 
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fore, the ancient capital of the kino-- 
dom, but at that time an inlignificant 
little fort about feven miles to the 
fouthward of Seringapatam, which 
Tippoo has fince demoliflied, and 
eredted a new and ftronger one a little 
to the call ward of the former, called 
Sultan killall. On our arrival here, 
we were clofely confined, and in the 
very room where Captain Rumley 
and Lieutenants Frazer and Sampfon, 
whofe deaths had already been whif- 
pered about the city, were murdered, 
flrortly - before, by the order of Tip- 
poo. 

When we difeovered ourfelves to be 
not only in the fame danger, but 
guarded by the very lame afiaffins who 
had imbrued their hands in the blood of 
thefe gentlemen, we could no longer ■ 
-fupprefs our terrors. It now recurred 
to us \^-hat had often been alferted, that 

Tippoo 

f ■ 
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Tippoo never would fuffer any Britiflx 
captives to return, being deterniined to 
put all fuch to death who flioiild furvive 
his cruel .treatment. 1 he murder of 
General Matthews’s officers, which 
had been circulated at Seringapatam, 
and was credited by us all, contri- 
buted to confirm this fufpicion. In 
fhort, it appeared evident that our 
extirpation was refolved upon, on 
which account we unanimoufly deter- 
mined to annihilate as many of Tip- 
poo’s hired affiaffins as we could, until 
fuperior numbers fhould crufh us. At 
this time, however, our alarms proved 
groimdlcfs, and Tippoo’s real view in 
fending us hither, feemed to be no- 
thing; more than' to keep us out of 
the way whilft peace was in agitation, 
that we might have no opportunity of 
making our fituations known, and 
confequently be included in the num- 
ber 
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ber of tlloie who at laft efcaped hl^ 
clutches. It is impofhble, however, 
to determine what would have been 
our fate, had 5ur releafe been infilted 
on with fufficient earneftnefs to pro- 
voke his anger. 

The commander, of our guard had a 
Have, from whom we learnt the fol- 
lowing particulars concerning the cie- 
teftable murder of the above-mentioned 
gentlemen, Captain Rumley, when he 
found that he w'ould be conflrained to 
fwallow poifon, put an end to his own 
cxiftence rather than fubmit ; and Lieu- 
tenant Sampfon, having fnatched up a 
large piece of wood that chanced to be 
within his reach, laid fo furioully 
and refolutely about him, that the 
cowardly murderers, afraid of ap-- 
preaching, threw a ftone at him from 
fome diftance, which met his head with 
a mortal blow. Lieutenant Frazer- 

aloH© 
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alone was fecured, and had poifon 
forced down his throat, of which he 
foon after died. : 

After four rnonths confinement at 
Myfore we were marched back to Se- 
ringapatam, T ippoo had then returned 
to his capital, and peace with the Eng- 
lifh was concluded. Our numbers at 
this time amounted to eighty, being 
the furvivors of fuch aS from time to 
time had been dragged out of the Se- 
ringapatam prifonS, and fcircumcifed. 
The Teamen, except thofe feled:ed for 
the palace, are included in this lift. I 
have fince learnt, that every prifon 
throughout the tyrant’s d'onimions had 
in like manner been drained of the iil^ 
fated Engiilhmen that were detained in 
captivityi 

It is difficult for thofe who never 
experienced fimilar calamities to form 
any adequate or juft conception of our 
G de- 
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defpondence, in finding ourfelves, when 
peace was refiiored, for ever fecluded 
from our country and friends. The 
hopes of one day rejoining thofe to 
whom we might relate our adverfities 
in fafety, and enjoy the pleafing re* 
fiedions of having furmountcd fuffer- 
ings incurred in the caufe and fervice 
of our country, had hitherto fupported 
us againft every misfortune. A gene- 
ral reftoration of prifoners had been 
the bafis of the peace, but our rulers 
found themfelves reduced to connive at 
the . mo% flagrant infringement of this 
article. 

‘ ,We were, now polled to the different 
Chaylah battalions in the capacity of 
havildars, and received feven rupees 
per month. Lieutenants Speediman 
and Rutledge were appointed fubadafs. 
Lieutenant Brunton, who came up to 
Seringapatam at the fame time with 

my- 
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toyfelf, and Enfign Gordon, a gentle- 
man who had been a long time con- 
fined at Chittlfedroogi Were liberated. 

When I was moved to Myfore, two 
Europeans, one named 0‘Bryah, from 
the fame company of Bengal artillery 
to which I had belonged, the other a 
ferjeant of the Madras eftablilhment, 
taken in the Pollams, where Colonel 
Owen commanded, were compelled to 
perform the office of ^common coolies, 
and to carry dirt in the ftieets of Se- 
ringapatam, becaufe they had attempted 
to efcape fhortly after they were cap~ 
tured, and at that time killed or woun- 
ded one or two of the guards that fur- 
prized them. On my return thefe two 
men exifted no more 7 th^ tedfbeen 
affaffinated by the fultan’s order, to- 
gether with a native ;girl and two chil- 
dren belonging to the ferjeant.^ ' ’ 

Our confinement was ftill continued’ 
with its former rigour and circum- 
G 2 fpedtioui 
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fpenSlton ; we were fcarcfely allovsred, at 
ficft, to look out of our prifon, and 
for, near tiiree years fucceeding the peace 
cm flavery fuffered little or no relaxa- 
tion. We were not, in general, al- 
lowed to ftir, even on the moft pref-, 
jEng oecajSoifis, without a fentry to ac- 
CfiTOpany usjt nor fhould we at any 
time during that period have been per- 
matted to walk about freely, if the of- 
ficers who were entrulled with the 
charge of ut??, and refponfibk for our 
appearaiKc, had not at times indulged 
US; w:& wi|h fame liberty, I 

fiippole, to Alb impoffibiHty of our 



Our firft oscurfion, after being re- 
poAed in the inapmr already mentioned 
to the Vlhayhh battalions, was to a 
fthaB ft>it calkd Chindrapattah, on the 
Bedanore road, about twenty miles 
ibeftwaid Sermgapat^^ whew we 
iwAmd during fix: monirs, 

s'ic;.. and 
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and were then rernanded tQ Sedn^pa* 
During nur iiay at Cht^drapat# 
tah, Enfign Clark, who held m highes 
ilation than one of »§, e^tpirdl in con.>» 
fequence of a violent beating frcan cai® 
of the fubadars, whofe ctudtjr he had 
provoked by fome retorting language, 
Mr. Clark’s body turned entirely black 
before he died, but no inquiry was in-* 
ftituted in confequence, our lives nt>t 
being of fufEcient importance to caufe 
an inveftigation^ Mr, Ediman. the 
midfliipman, likewife quitted bi$ tni- 
ferable exiftence at this place, of a. RIk* 
tural death indeed, but very preinaturely 
brought on. 

When we returned to Seringapatam,, 
we were transferred from the Cka^labs. 
to the Malabar Roman Catholic Qhrif*. 
tians, confifting originally of about, 
40,000 unfortunate wretches, men, wo* 
men, and children, forced away fropr 
the J&danore and Mangalore cQijntries, 
G 3 ip, 
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in 1784, and compelled to embrace 
Mahometifm, not, however, without 
exhibiting feveral martyrs in fupport 
of a do<2:rine with which they had no 
farther acquaintance than what con-i 
filled in comiting a row of beads, and 
performing genuflexions before a cru- 
cified image. The corps, or battalion 
of thefe wretches, to which I had been 
pofted, was foon afterwards fent to 
Myfore, where it remained five months, 
and then returned. Thefe marches had 
nothing in view but to keep the unfor*. 
tunate enflaved foldiers (a name which 
they, however^ did not deferve) in em- 
I ploy, and to breah ^py. combinations 
’ which nhght have been formed. 

I “ The Englilh peace concluded in 1 7 84, 
no fooner left Tippoo at liberty, than 
his turbulent fpirit prefented as a con- 
venient objedl for his rapacious ambi- 
tion, the territories of Mouberjung, 
dying about twarty days journey to the 

■’ north- 
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northward of Seringapatam, and ‘tri- 
butary to the nizam. Tippoo accord- 
ingly marched (the defire of conqueft 
being a fufiicient reafon with him for 
making war) with an army, computed 
to be one hundred thoufand ftrong, 
againfl: Mouberjung’s capital, called af- | f ^1, 
ter the country Hydona, to which he ' " 
laid fiege after having fubjedled the 
frontiers, through which he fpread ter- 
ror and devaftation. The nizain fent 
a body of cavalry to the afliftance of 
Mouberjung, which induced Tippoo 
to afoandpn the fiege j but he had al- 
ready, it fpems, imprelfed the latter 
with fears too lively to be erazed, The 
coaft was therefore pp fpOner clear, be- 
fore Mouberjung decamped tp Idjdrn- 
bad with his family and jewel§, which 
had already fq narrowly efcaped falling 
into the haiids of the invader, leaying 
him to take undifturbed pqfifefiSqn .pf 
the fort of Hydona, which he jotally 
G 4 de- 
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demolifhed, the pettah having heen 
plundered fed nearly confumed by five 
in an aflault prior’ to the arrival of the 
auxiliary troops. ' I collected this in- 
formation from the Europeans whom 
Tippoo had carried along with him, 
four of the Malabar Chriftife battalions 
having been employed on this occafion, 
to 'which thirty of the captive Euro- 
peans were attaOlied'.”^ ' 

' As it was difficult, in an enemy’s 
country, to guard men who had both 
courage and cunning fufficient to at- 
tempt a flight, five of the employed 
Eumpdint lefeid means to dude all the 
CircumfpedioB ' and vigilance of their 
obferVensl and fied to Mouberjung. 
One of General Matthews’s fervants 
was aitiongfi: thefe deferters. The ful- 
taa determined irhmediately to fend the 
remaiiiderback loaded with chains, fed 
under a wry confinement, and 
pfurfuant to his conllfet practice of 
" ' , ’ ‘ 'wreak- 
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wfeaking his vengeance on the whole 
of us, thefe men no fooner arrived Rt 
Seringapatam than we fliared their fate. 
Amongft many other fevere punilh- 
ments which we underwent on this; 
occahon, without having been admit- 
ted to a chance of iharing in the tranf- 
greffion of thofe for ’whom we fuflfered* 
was that of reducing our late allowance 
to barely one feer of very had rice 
daily, great part of which we were 
obliged to difpofe of folely to procure 
hre-wood and lalt far the reft. 

Under the alarming appmhenftons 
which this circumftarice created, ancj 
when we expedled nothing lefs than 
to be either maflacred on the fpot, or 
diftributed among thofe hill forts from 
which no unfortunate exile was ever 
known to return, our terror received 
additional force from fhe efcape of 
two of our companions, who found 
means to pafs the lentxies in the night, 

. and 
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■^nd efcaped, notwi]tliftanding the vi?> 
^ilance of their guards. The greateft 
diiEculty, it muif he obferved, cout 
fifted ill getting out of prifon, for the 
inhabitahts of Seringapatara had for 
many years been fo familiarized to the 
tight of Europeans in the flreets, that 
little obftrudtion was to be apprehended 
from the peopk, many of them being 
our well- withers. Our confinement be- 
came after this infinitely more ftrid, 
and almoft infupportably oppreffive. 
The very guards dreaded the charge of 
us, being punched feverely for every 
Qiie that leaped, and were confequently 
inftigated by fear as much as inclina- 
tion tp treat us harihly. In ten days, 
however, one oft the fugitives being 
brought back to Seringapatam, our 
fituations were made Icfs irkfome. 
Both had been retaken near Tellicherry , 
but one had availed himfelf of the 
opportunity, when, he w'as drinking 
• ■ I ' . . water 
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water out of the river, to knock down 
the centinel thit accompanied him, and 
then plunged into it and fwarn away. 
The unfortunate fellowthat was brought 
back paid for the natural privilege of 
having made ufe of his legs with liis 
nofe and ears, after w’hich he was led 
round the fort on a jack-afs with his 
face to the tail, and condemned to la- 
bour among the native fmiths, who obli- 
ged him to blow the bellows for them. 
No account was ever received of the 
other. Two of thofe Europeans whom 
Tippoo employed as armourers alfo at- 
tempted to efcape at this time by fwim- 
ming over the Coleroon ; but it hap- 
pened unfortunately that a guard was 
placed on the very fpot where they 
gained the land, by which their defign 
was difcovered. One of thefe men 
|iad formerly been a midlhipman, apd 
^ied at Seringapatam in AuguE i 

In 


F 
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In this dreadful ftat^ of fufpenfe wc 
remained during five months, when 
Tippoo returned from the invafion of 
Hjdona* He had poffeffed hinafelf on 
that expedition, befides plunder, of 3 
country extending about fifty or fixty 
eofs beyond Copaul, and almofl: as far 
as the Kiftna, having, independent of the 
greatefi: part of Hydona, taken Durbar 
and other places from the Mahrattas, all 
of which he held in fubjearion until 
the prefent war broke out. It was 
faid, that Tippoo alledged the Nizam’s 
refufal of his daughter, and Mouber- 
jung.of his fifipr, for his fon, as a 
pretext for the war. The propofal 
ha^been reje(^ed with contempt, the 
young Myforean being of too mean 
an origin to afpire at mixing his blood 
with tiiat which flowed in veins of 
fuch high defeent. 
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Soon after the tyrant’s return we were 
divided into three parties and difperfed s 
one was fent to Bedanore, another to 
Chittledroog, which lies to the north* . 
ward of Seringapatam, hot far from 
Copaul, and the third, to which I be- 
longed, remained in the city. Thofe 
that went away were in irons j we that 
were referved were at firft polled to a 
battalion of Coorikies., a people lying 
in the woods, whom Ifippoo had 
enflavedj but in confequence of the 
frequent complaints and unfavourable 
reprefentations which our black officers 
made of our condudl, we were fubdi- 
vided anew into- four parties, one of 
which remained with the Coorikies, 
another was polled to a battalion of 
MopiaSi and the other two incorporated 
with due Malabar Chfiftians, It waa 
thought, not withduf fome neafon, that 
the fewer of us were together the ftiose 
tadlable we Ihould be. As ws had 
% * often 
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often experienced the vanity of ex- 
pecting any other redrefs for the ill 
iifage and injuries of our commanders; 
than what we could procure for our-* 
felves, fo, whenever twelve or fif-' 
teen of us were together, and tliey 
grew too intolerable, we ufed to beat 
the whole battalion, guards : and all, 
out of the fquare, and make terms 
before we ceafed hoftilities. I have 
frequently known thefe ejffects of mere 
defpair take place, and the officers,! 
afliamed of their own pulillanimity, 
would not make thefe little mutinies 
known, but- they took care, in gene- 
ral, to be even with us, and charged 
us with fomi. other offence, of which 
we had never perhaps ffiought. 

Our allowance, which fince the peace 
had been feven rupees per month, un- 
lefs when in difgi-ace, was at this timfe. 
reduced to fix rupees in forty-five days, 
which is the term of Tippoo’s mili- 
^ • tary 
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tary month, according to which he 
pays his troops : this paltry ftipend 
was, however, irregularly paid, and 
never at a fliorter period than fifty days^ 
frequently a longer period, which was 
a fmall addition to the month, of the 
paymafier’s contrivance, as it reduced 
us to extreme diftrefs at times, and the 
neceffity of borrowing the money from 
him which was actually due to us : 
this fcheme was fo much to his liking, 
that he frequently kept us in long ar- 
rears on pretence of being without mo- 
ney, in order to oblige us to have re., 
courfe to his aid, which he afforded in 
confideration of a dedudtion of one-half 
in advancing what it was his duty to 
have paid long before. Q fhall here 
mention a fpecies of u^ingly chi-, 
canery, by which Tippoo himfelf ma- 
nages to cheat i his troops out of great 
part of their pay. He keeps them 
three or four months ist'-ajrrears, or 

, until 
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until they begin to be very much dif» 
treffed for money ; and then allows his 
treafurer, or fome other perfon, with his 
money, to make them advances at a 
very exorbitant difcount till the pay is 
ilTued, which generally takes place fooa 
afterwards, and the profits of this po- 
litical robbery accrues to himfeif; 
When we now reffedt that^ they are 
bound always to receive one-fourth of 
their pay in grain, which generally 
eonfifts of what has been damaged as 
jftores, and whicli the fepoys are obliged 
to throw away, .and tl^t the tr^furcrj 
(W pty-jdbber, prob^ly expekSls or ex^ 
afts fomething for himfeif over and 
aboW ' What goes into the fultan’s cof- 
fers, we may naturally conclude, that 
the army is neidier well paid^ nor 
Weil fatisfied, and that nothing but 
fear, want of unatiimity and bold 
leaders, not taomit the unqUeflionabkt 
vigilaiu:e_j»d->^biliiaes of the tyrant* 
-.-K- ' \ prfe- 
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prevents them from revolting. l am 
confident, from what I have feen, that 
he will fome time or other feel the ill 
elfedls of their difcontent. 1 

In confequenee of wliaC has been 
faid, we found ourfelves fo much dif- 
treffed at one time for the moft indif- 
penfable neceiliiries of life, that our 
party ventured on a ftep, for the fake 
of procuring temporary relief, which 
expofed the whole to the imminent 
danger of a moft ignominious death. 
It was fuggefted to fome one of the 
ingenious and bold prifoners, at the 
time of the Moherrum, to fteal out of 
prifon in the night, and when riot and 
intoxication had lulled the pious Miif- 
fiilmen to reft, to rob the temples of 
•the little filver hands which arc offered 
during the feftival by the munificent 
bigots, and then to re-enter the prifoft 
in the fame clandeftine manner. We 
were all privy to this daring enterprize, 
H and 
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and were all to diare equal in the be- 
nefit of its fuccefsj great precaution 
was therefore taken to avoid difcovery , 
and to affifi: the refolute undertaker in 
effedting his purpofe unobferved. I 
confefs that I was not lefs ivjc-iced than 
ailonifhed at his good fortune when I 
faw him return before day, not only 
undifcovered, but furniflied with a 
dozen' of the filver relicks which he 
had fafely purloined. We melted 
down the filver with all imaginable fe- 
crecy, and fold it fome time afterwards, 
which afforded a very feafonable relief. 
We had, however, never afterwards, 
even when lefs vigilantly watched, an 
opportunity of repeating this theft, the 
fuccefs of which I never fufficiently 
could admire, as mere defpair had in- 
fpired the attempt. 

In the year 1788, fix of Tippoo’s 
chiefs and a bramin were hanged at Se- 
ringapatam .for being fufpeded of car- 
rying 
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tjhig on a treacherous correfpondence 
with the Englifh* A letter to Lieute- 
nant Rutledge had been found on the 
bramin, and interpreted by- Serjeant 
Dempfter, who has fince informed me 
that it lisps limply a letter from the 
gentleman’s mother, or fome other re- 
lation, which the bramin, who came 
from the Carnatic, had engaged to de- 
liver, but that it was accompanied by 
a Ihort note from one of Lieutenant 
Rutledge’s friends, lamenting that he 
was no longer able, from want of op- 
portunities, to write to him as formerly. 
This note produced all the mifchief, for 
it betrayed a prior correfpondence, 
which was fufficient to roufe diftruft 
and fufpicion in the jealous noind of 
Tippoo.f Lieutenant Rutledge was, in 
confequence of this difcovery, loaded 
with fetters, and fent to Nundidroag, 
a high and fcarped rock, where he was 
confined on the very fummit under a little 
H a 
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chopper or fhed, raifed for the purpofe, 
and only allowed about the fpace of 
ten yards to move in, widi three 
quarters of a feer of rag^y and a few 
chillies to fubfift on. In this dreadful 
htuation he fpun out a miferable exif- 
tence nearly two years, when he was 
Jlrot on the rock, for contriving to 
tranfmit a written requeft to borrow 
four fanams of the prifoners at Scrin- 
gapatam. This iinfortmiate gentleman 
has left a fon behind him in Tippoo’s 
dominions. I learnt the particulars of 
Lieutenant Rutledge’s death from a far- 
rier who had been confined on the fame 
rock, but removed to Scringapatam in 
confequence of the indifpofition of one 
of Tippoo’s favourite Arabian horfes, 
and is the only perfon, I have been in- 
formed, that was ever known to re- 
turn from any of thefe forts. He de- 
clared, that he had been hoifted up 
to the top blind-folded, that there is 
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but one narrow path down, which he 
perceived completely lined ■with Gentries , 
and that a fort guarded the afcent ibrne 
diflance below the fummit. Noperfon, 
he added, except their guards, could, or 
were ^llowed to approach the pri- 
foners. j We were, as ufual, all of us 
involved in Lieutenant Rutledge’s dif- 
after on the difeovery of the letter, and 
puniflred with clofe confinement and 
the lofs of our allowance for two 
months, during which time we lived 
on charity, and learnt to fubfift feveral 
days without food. 

^ , An European, named White, having 
efcaped from Bangalore the firft year 
after the peace, for the fecog.^ tinre, 
feven other Enropeah prifoners, alfo 
confined at that place, were, on account 
of this circumRance, put in irons and 
Pent to Sunderdroog, a fort to the north- 
eaft ot Seringapatam, and about twenty 
iniles to the w'eftward of Bangalore. 

Thefe 
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Thefe unfortunate men continued under 
a very fevere arreft on one feer of raggy 
and half a pice per day for themfelves 
and families, (women a^d children 
that were taken with them) until the 
year i '789, when, after fuffering during 
four years all the rigour of flavery, fet- 
ters, and hunger, they were finally 
dragged into the woods and hanged, 
Their women were afterwards brought 
to Seringapatam, and related the de- 
ploirable cataftrophe of their mafiers— ^ 
Nothing could be more fhocking, more 
inhuman, and more bafe, than to pre- 
ferve a tormenting exiftence to innocent 
men feveral years, for the foie purpofe 
of murdering tiiem-at laft. 

I was never able to difeover when or 
in what manner the above-mentioned 
White got into Tippoo’s fervice, but he 
was there when the war began, and 
tho’ a Briton, he firained every nerve to 
injure and diftrefs the Englilh captives. 

■J Through 
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Through his treachery it was difcovered, 
that the captive officers had contrived 
to carry on fome contraband tranfac- 
tions, which fubjedled them to ex- 
aminations and reftraints’ they never 
could account for, and might have en- 
dangered their exiftence, had any dif- 
coveries been made, as the tyrant wanted 
very little pretext for murdering men 
who were obnoxious to him. He ori- 
ginally perfuaded Tippoo to retain fuch 
of the prifoners as were mechanics, 
and pointed out thofe whom he judged 
fit objedts for this purpofe. Many, 
therefore, are indebted to him and his 
diabolical exertions for the perpetual 
lofs of liberty, and finally of their 
lives. Tippoo was latterly much pre- 
judiced againfl; this man, and would 
certainly, in fome degree, have befto wed 
on him the fate he deferred, by hang- 
ing him, had he not fared himfelf by 
flight, for he had played his patron 
H 4 feve- 
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feveral provoking tricks, particularly: 
pretending fkill in cafting cannon ; 
for when Tippoo had expended a great 
deal of moriey on a foundry and the 
neceffary requifites, he manifelled his 
ignorance in fpoiling all the rnetal : .1 am 
happy to find this mifcreant is nowapri- 
foner at Madras, i The vexations refult- 
ing from White’s jftupidity were amply 
compenfated, however, fliortly after, 
by the arrival of thirty artifls from 
France, fent out by the -court of Ver- 
failles with a view to inftrudl Tippoo's 
fubjedts in manufadtures, and aiding 
this Afiatic ally of France v/itli me- 
chanical knowledge, which as yet has 
made flow progrefs in his own domi- 
nions, as w'^ll as every other part of 
India. They were, no doubt, an 
earnefl of the ftipulated fupport and 
affiftance in the projedled w^ar with 
us, of which he has fince been fo juftly 
difappointed. Two men of each pro- 
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feffion, or trade, were fent out, and 
Gonfifted chiefly of fuch as were not 
to be found arnongft Iris own fubjediis, 
namely , founders , glafs-blowers , watch- 
piakers, armourers, broad-eloth weav- 
ers, &c. amongfh the refl; fiye fugar 
bakers, a dodtor, and a furgeon — I be- 
lieve thefe people arrived with the am- 
bafl'adors. 

In the beginning of 1789, fix men, 
whom we had not heard of before, 
were brought from Ghittledroog to 
Seringapatara ; this fufficiently evinces , , 
that many more Europeans than what are , 
fufpedted are concealed in Tippoo’s do- 
minions. Thefe men w'ere, foon after 
their arrival, carried out of the fort in 
irons into a wood near the ifland, where 
they were hanged. They had belonged 
to the Bedanore garrifon which capi- 
tulated : what induced the barbarous 
conqueror to murder thefe men in cold 
bipod I never was able to difcover. 

Soon 
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Soon after Tippoo again colIecSted 
his forces, amounting, if report may 
be credited, to above 100,000 j it is 
difficult, however, to afcertain the real 
number of an Indian army, which is 
always magnified very much beyond 
its reality j it would feem that a lack, 
or 100,000, when applied to an army, 
has a very unlimited meaning, and fig- 
nihes nothing more than a pretty large 
body } for having fo frequently known 
the terra applied to lefs than half the 
number, and fcarcely ever heard of an 
Indian army of any note which was 
not exaggerated, I conclude it to be no 
more than a figure by which the relator 
meaiis to convey his alarms : it muff, 
notwithffanding, be confefTed, that a 
great body of troops were coiledfed, 
and that eight battalions of Chaylahs 
accompanied them. Tippoo marched 
down the Gauts as foon as the army . 
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was equipped, without divulging his 
intentions. 

We heard nothing of this new ex- 
pedition, or Tippoo’s movements, for 
a conliderable time j when, at lafl, or- 
ders were received at the capital to 
prepare for the nuptials of his fon, a 
ftout boy about feventeen years of age, 
who was now to efpoufe tlic daughter 
of the Queen of Cannanore, lince the 
Nizam had difdainfully rejected him 
for a fon-in-lawj orders were alfo re- 
ceived at the fame time to arrange 
matters preparatory to the father’s in- 
auguration, as “ Suit aim of the Eaf,* 
the title which he in future intended to 
affume, and in which quality he me- 
ditated nothing lefs than the fubjediion 
of all India. He likewife iffucd a 
proclamation, prohibiting all marriages 
in the kingdom of Myfore until fuch 
time as the w'edding of' his fon fliould 
take place, being determined to cele- 
brate 
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brate that day by the confummation of 
£5,000 marriages at his own charge. 
To be ignorant of every other feature 
in the character of this extraordinary 
man, and to be inforrr.ed of this cir- 
cumhance alone, would certainly in- 
fpire a high opinion of his nranificence, 
liberality, and philanthropy, but the 
moment we are told that he tarniflied 
all the glory which accompanied fuch a 
Iplendid act, by a piece of contempti- 
ble, fanatical, mad tyrannical defpotifm, 
compelling 100,000 of his defencelefs 
Hindoo fubjecls to embrace Mahome- 
’ tifm on the fame day, our admiration 
changes into merited deteftation. 

It is his conftant and favourite prac- 
tice to infult and perfecute the Hindoos 
on the fcore of religion : he has de- 
molilhed many of their temples and 
fandlified places of worlhip, particu- 
larly a much," revered pagoda near the 
|?azar of Seringapatam, where he found. 
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it is ilffcrted, 150,000 coined pagodas, 
buried under the done out of which 
the oval was hewn. He frequently 
orders calves to be brought before the 
doors of their temples, and fiieds the 
iacred blood under the very nofe of the 
offended deity. Such as are acquainted 
with the endiuiiaftic attachment of the 
Hindoos to their ancient religion and 
its rites, and their veneration for both, 
will guefs at the extreme horror with 
which fiich frightful facrileges muft fill 
them, and will eafily be perfuaded that 
Tippoo, as I have once obferved, is 
detefted by the majority of his fubjedfs, 
and will only aferibe their patience and 
fubmiilion to the known indolence and 
abjedl tamenefs of the Indians, who are 

awed by the vafi; armies he has hitherto 

-!■■■; ' ■ - ' - -■ ..... ' 

contrived to maintain, and the known 
feverity with which he ever puniflies 
the bare appearance of defedion. 
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His orders for the folem 
the marriage created a. general buftle 
and tumult throughout the city ; every 
individual that could perform any thing 
curious or clever \vas employed, not 
only on their new fultan’s account, but 
all fuch as propofed difplaying their 
adulation, and court their fovereign by 
magnificent prefents on the occafion, 
and fuch alfo as hoped, by a difguifed 
bribe, to infinuate themfelves into fa- 
vour, and pave the road to future pre- 
ferment. The palace of old Hyder 
was demolifhed, and in the rear of it 
was begun a more extenfive and mag- 
nificent one of a triangular form, and 
fronting a famous pagoda in the center 
of the fort ; in tliis the proud Myfo- 
rean propofed to be inaugurated. Hav- 
ing been prefented by the court of 
France with four large and curious 
ciyftal pedeftals, thefe were to fupport 

his 
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his throne. This royal feat was to be 
fuperbly decorated, and built by Euro- 
peans } but neither the palace nor the 
throne were finifbed wEen I left Serin- 
gapatam. The prefent war feems to 
have retarded thefe defigns, and the 
intelligence of Tippoo’s repulfe at the 
Travancore lines put a total flop to 
the immenfe preparations which for a 
time had engroffed the wEole attention 
of the capital; the wall that furrounded 
the area of the new palace was alone 
fuffered to be finilhed ; it is one 
mile in circumference, with a large 
gate on each lide, the principal and 
grandefl: of which faces the above-men- 
tioned pagoda. It is very uncertain 
when the fplendid edifice itfelf will be 
finilhed, as all farther thoughts about 
it are fufpended, and w’ill not be re- 
fumed until - the prefent war is ter- 
minated, on the ifiue of which Tip- 
pop’s future glory and fate feem to 

hang. 
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hang. So fenlible and convinced was 
he of the.decilive confequences of a 
war rafhly undertaken with refped: to 
himfelf and his ambitious projects, that 
he no fooner difcovered the expected 
and llipuiatcd aids from France would 
fail, and the exertions of his enemies 
fo much exceed wliat he had" believed, 
than he feriouflv repented his w'anton 
breach of treary, not from principles 
of good faith or juftice, but from ap- 
prchenfion of its elFedts to his owii 
intereft : it is to be hoped, that he wall 
never again remain in a hate to diflurh 
the tranquility of India. 

The lofs of his great feal, turban, 
and palanquin, captured in the before- 
mentioned repulfe, together with feve- 
xal valuable jewels, and the narrow 
efcape of his own perfon, had a veiy 
dilheartening tendency Upon his crea- 
tures in the capital, and gave rife to 
very ignominious interpretations from 

the 
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the difcontented. It was allowed that 
he would certainly have fallen into his 
enemies hands if a mean difguife had 
not protedted hint i the very bearers 
of his palanquin were cut down fome 
moments after he had defertedit j he 
was attempting to furprize a defended 
ditch at fome diftance from the Tra- 
vancore lines, when this unexpedted 
fally was made, and had nearly put a 
period to his career. 

Tippoo having thought proper to 
fubftitute another infcription on his 
new fignet, this circumftanc^gave frelh 
alarms at Seringapatam, and many took 
it for granted the tyrant had been either 
killed or dethroned, and the fupreme 
authority ^umed by fome other per- 
fon j but. l;he general anxiety diffipated 
when a new ftate p^anquin w'as diC. 
patched with great pomp, to be the 
fumptuous a.nd future vehicle of an up^ 
ft art fultan. 

I When 



II4 NARRATIVE OF . 

When he had carried the long-dif.. 
puted point againft Travancore, which 
tookup about twice the time he had con- 
jeiSured, he returned to his capital, and 
was received with all the fplendour of 
a conqtieror ; triumphal arches filled 
the ftreets through which he paffed, 
^d the decorations which had been 
originally deftined to grace the nuptials 
of his fon, were difplayed on this oc- 
cafion. On his arrival he proceeded 
dire^ly to his father’s tomb, where he 
fpent the whole day in folemn prayers. 
He entered the fort at night through a 
road brilliantly illuminated. 

Gn his return from this expedition, 
he brought a number of different forts 
of guns, and a large quantity of fheet 
copper, of which he had ftripped the 
domes of the Roman Catholic churches 
on the Malabar coaftj with likewife 


3000 qf.the captured Travancorians 
and the families of about 300 of the 

Cochiq 
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Cochin people, whom he had been 
cruel enough to feize, and after tying 
them in pairs, drove them into the 
fea. 

Tippoo now thought very ferioufly 
about new-modelling and muftering his 
troops: that he placed no remarkable 
confidence in their loyalty and faith was 
evident from the precautions he took 
to prevent mutiny and revolt. He art- 
fully put fuch men together as were 
molt likely never to join in any general 
difaffedlion from mutual averfion and 
diftruft of each other; by which means 
all his corps were compofed of dijSFe- 
rent calis, nations, and religions, that 
bore a natural antipathy, and fometimes 
an avowed enrnity, to each other : this 
might indeed, in fome meafure, remedy 
one evil, but fowed the feeds of ano- 
ther, that of difunipn; in their ejfforts,, 
when it might be highly neceffary that 
their joint exertions 'fhould fpinbine in 
I 2 the 
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the accomplifhment of the fame ob^ 
jed. Me augmented Ms Chaylah bat- 
tajidns from eight to thiijty:, obferving 
the fame mode with refpedt to embo? 
dying them, as with theregnlars, which 
indeed may appear more reafonable to 
fuch as -have no Icnowledge of the .dif- 
jjofition of .his ftanding; army, a cir-t 
pumftanee which Tippoo is ;perfedly 
well acquainted with. 

The artillery did not efcape his no* 
taedi'his arl^nal was well fupplied with 
wurlihe llores, and every preparation 
in his power w^s made for a th^ 
Englilh prifoners were ordered into the 
lort again, ^4 their captur^., at qne 
pf the -reviews * obfervipg amongft 
the Chaylahs fqme prifoners that were 
Ihayed, he remarked to one of M® 
c<^tiers; Thefe naeri, I fee, have 
** difeover^ a new Bible and creed at 
** laft,” meaning the Koran and Ma- 
hpmedan do^^rine. When he had in* 
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fpedled every thing in perfon, carried 
reform into every department, and prow 
Vided againft deficiencies and abufcs^ 
he at lafl: ifined orders for a fecond 
campaign^ and took the field. 

It was originally faid that he meant 
to go to the northward, and lead his 
army againfi: the troops of Moubeijung 
and Captain Read’s detachment, which 
had not been then joined by Perfuram 
Bhow, but the intelligence of Geneml 
Meadows’s approach to the Gauts, and 
the capture of Coimbatore, an event 
totally unexpeded, produced a change 
in his determination. He immediately 
croffed the Cavety , and fixed his camp 
to the fouthward of Seringapatam. 
h was not, however, until they received 
the intelligence from an European taken 
prifoner at Caroor, where he had been 
ftraggling whilfi: intoxicated, and 
brought to Seringapatam, that the Eu- 
ropean prifoners heard for certain of 
I 3 war 
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war having actually broke out betwixt 
Tippoo and the Englilh. 

Before he took the field a fecond 
time, he ordered three Europeans, and 
a number of native prifoners, who had 
been in his father’s and his own pof- 
feffion a confiderable time , among whom 
Were feveral native oiEcers, a Nayar 
rajah, and a commandant on the Bom- 
bay eftablifliment taken in Bedanore, 
to be fent to Nundydroog and other 
hill forts, where I conjecture they have 
fince been murdered, as that is the 
ufual fate of all thofe who are doomed 
to thefe places. The farrier already 
mentioned, whofe life had been fpared 
in conipliment to one of Tippoo’s 
horfes, "was of the number. He 
alfo fent back from his camp an 
European corps in which he placed no 
confidence, being commanded, by one 
Mac lean i who had been a ferjeant in 

his 
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liis Majefty’s fervicci but deferted 
from the garrifon of Mangalore when 
it was under the command of Major 
Campbell. 

This corps Conlifted of nothing but 
vagabonds and deferters, chiefly Por- 
tuguefe, French, Dutch, and Danes: 
It had been difarmed and difgraced 
during Tippoo’s firfl: abfence, being 
fufpeded, and very juftly, I be- 
lieve, of having encouraged and pfo- 
mifed aid to the difFerent Chaylah 
corps, who intended to rebel during the 
abfence of the army, and emancipate 
themfelves j the accomplifhment of 
which plan nothing could have pre- 
vented, had they not deliberated 

till it got vent, and were deprived of 
their arms and fecured, as well as 
all who were fufpeded of abetting 

and forwarding their projedl; Tippoo, 

it is true, had re-armed Maclean’s 
I 4 . corps. 
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corps, but fo humble was his opinion 
of their loyalty and bravery, that he 
judged it very unadvifeable to oppofe 
them to the troops of an European 
power, fo that they ftili remained in- 
active at Seringapatam when -I left it. 

Tippoo is naturally of a fufpicious 
temper, which the knowledge of his 
being unpopular increafes. The Eu- 
ropeans are peculiarly, and without ex- 
ception, the objects as well of his de- 
teftation as diftruft, fo much fo, that I 
may fafely affert, there is not at this 
moment a fmgle regiment in his 
fervice commanded by an European 
officer, nor did he ever fuffer Lally’s 
army to multiply fufficiently to be abk 
to give him unealinefs. I do not think 
that Lally, at any one time fince Hy- 
der’s death, has had more than be- 
tween one and two thoufand men under 
his command, and thofe were difci- 

plined 
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|(lined and paid by himfelf ; be has had 
latterly very few Europeans, not more 
than 150 on a large computation. 

It was in the beginning of Septem- 
ber 1790 that Tippoo diredled his 
fteps towards the Gauts; but no fooner 
had he publiihed his intention of facing 
General Meadows, before an univerfal 
difeontent and fear, which manifefted 
itfelf in loud murmurs, pervaded all 
ranks at Seringapatam, and it was re- 
ported that the army was not better 
latisfied. Thofe _ who remained in 
the city were far from repofing that 
confidence in his army which the ty- 
rant flattered himfelf they would, and 
could not diveft themfelves of the ap- 
prehenfion of an Englifh fiege, with 
the confequences of falling into the 
hands of an enemy that had fuch ample 
and jufl; caufe for vengeance. The 
army again dreaded an attack in de- 
feending the Gauts, which they already 

con- 
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concluded were in General Meadows''^ 
poffeffion, and confequently judged it 
impoflible to efcape a total defeat. 

Tippoo received the firft intelligence 
of Colonel Floyd’s iituation and ftrength 
by two European deferters from the 
grand army, and haftened to intercept 
him, in the full perfuafion of 'Com- 
mencing this war with a fecond Con- 
jeveram bufinefs. That this dependeid 
much upon the crifis of that day can- 
not be denied, and that the bravery and 
exertions of the troops who refifted 
fuch fuperior force is as meritorious 
as it was important, will never be dif- 
puted. The lofs which Tippoo fuf- 
tained in this attempt was induilriouily 
concealed, but it certainly was conli- 
derable, it being whifpered at Seringa- 
patam to exceed greatly in number the 
whole force that oppol’ed it, notwith- 
■ftanding the exaggerated and difcredited 
accounts wliich Tippoo tranfmjtted of 
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his boafted vidoiy. The earliefl intel- 
ligence of the engagement was accom- 
panied by the remains of five of Tip- 
poo’s principal officers, who had £allen 
in the adion. 

Nothing, I am well convinced, pre- 
vents many of his diffatisfied fiib- 
jeds from deferting at this prefent time, 
but the certain death or vaffalage to 
which they would expofe their wives 
and families, whom Tippoo always 
fecures before he raifes a perfon to any 
place or office of truft, as hoftages for 
his fidelity and good condud. 

Even the very favourable reprefenta- 
tion of the rencounter with Colonel 
Floyd could not entirely baniffi the 
terror of a blockade from the Myfo- 
rean capital. Tippoo’s obftinate dif- 
pofition was no fecret to his fubjeds, 
and the horrors of a fiege, together with 
the exceffes a large army confined to 
the limits of the ifland would commit, 

pre- 
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prefented themfelves in lively colotif's 
to the citizens, fome of whom had 
beheld the fcene once before, not 
to revive their alarms ^ and threaten 
them with the profpedl of perilhing, 
if no otherwife, by famine. 

The late progrefs of the army bea 
yond the Gauts, &c. has, no doubt, in 
part realifed the fears of the Myforeans, 
■whofe fituation muft be diftreffingj and 
I fhouid not in the lead: be allonilhed, 
if the accumulation of their burdens 
and wants became (which cannot be 
very remote) fo intolerably oppreffive, 
that they pofitively refufe to fubmit to 
the tyrant, and furrender the capital. I 
am induced to form this conjedrurd 
from what I remarked when our forces 
Were at a great diftance, and when 
fo many obftacles and impediments 
might ftill be thrown in their way^ 
Tippoo then frequently found it ne- 
seifary to put fuch perfons clandeftinely? 

I to 
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to death as fhewed their diiTatisfadlioii 
and diftruft too openly, that they might 
not fpread the conta^on. 

Tippoo had engaged Colonel Floy4 
with nearly the whole of his numerous 
and newly-recruited army ; he had em- 
ployed all his art and addrefs to mag- 
nify the advantages of a very fruitlefs 
and inglorious attempt ; but when he 
difcoyered that the real ilate of the af- 
"Cair was not to be difguifed, though if’ t 

few were hardy enough boldly to avow 
the truth, he ungeneroully refolved to ■ 

avenge himfelf on the unfortunate pri- ^ 

fonears for his mifcarriage, and hoped, ; 

by facrificing them, to appeafe in fome ; 

meafure the friends of the flaughtered \ 

firdars. Purfuant to this refolution, he ' 

ordered all , the captives that were with 
the Chaylahs, befides fix of the moA ; i 

refractory tradefmen, to be put in 
irons and conducted to the hills, pre- | 

paratory, as was intimated to us by | 


our 
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our guards, to our being offered up as 
viftims tQ the manes’ of the deceafed. 

Two days before this removal took 
place, I had hid myfelf in one of the 
cavaliers of the fort, terrified at the 
idea of vifiting the hill forts ; but 
being much pinched by hunger, and 
refledling. that my abfence might ac- 
celerate whatever mifchief was dejftined 
for thofe compani ns with whom I 
had been a fellow-fufferer for fo many 
years, I could not perfuade myfelf to 
abandon or expofe them to additional 
danger merely on my own account, I 
therefore delivered myfelf up on the 
day we marched, determined to meet 
whatever fate awaited me. Nothing 
but the remorfe which I felt at entailing 
on the other captives the certain refent- 
ment of a barbarian, whofe implaca- 
ble difpofition was well known, pre- 
vented me and many others, I be- 
lieve, from trying with more eagernefs 

than 
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than we had done to efcape, hoping 
leonftantly that forae fortunate moment, 
or unforefeen change, would one day 
or other effedl the releafe of the whole 
of us at once; nor was it eafy to refi'ft 
the earneft prayers, entreaties, defpon-r- 
dence, and fometimes even threats of 
our wretched brethren in afflidion, 
from whom it was dijtficult, and ali 
moil impradicablej, to conceal any 
fuch defign; to this, in a great mea- 
fure, may be attributed the very few 
deieitions that took place. Tippoo, 
without doubt, knew too well that no- 
thing was more likely to fecure his 
prifoners, than the anxiety they took 
for the fafety of each other, a bond 
more binding than any fetters he could 
fix upon them. In the year 1787, 
five men befides myfelf had adually 
refplyed to trufi: our lives in a boat on 
the Coleroon, and let the current carry 
tis where it would, though we had been 


, NARRATIVE OF 

informed that ^ catarad; on the route 
rendered this enterprize extremely ha-s 
zardous j but we were certain it would 
carry us from Seringapatam, and 
nothing which could hefal us after- 
wards appewed half fo dreadful as re- 
maining in flayery there. We had 
nearly conftruded abaiket-boat for our 
purpofe, made of bamboos, which we 
got ready fplit from the Dhomwajlas^ 
or balket-makers, ^nd had fecured lea- 
ther to cover it with. An old unin- 
habited houfe ferved to hide our mate- 
rials and machine in; the fpUt bam- 
boos were concealed under .the thatched 
roof, fb fts not to be immediately dif- 
covered by any perfon looking acci- 
dentally into the houfe. The boat itfelf 
was buried in a large hole in the ground. 
Two of us ufed to ileal away for an hour 
or two in the night, and work by turnt 
•whenever we found it pradticable. Is 

came, 
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came, liowever, to the knowledge of 
the reft, and alarmed them fo much, 
that we yielded to their fupplications, 
and abandoned the project, as it was 
impoftible to build, or even procure, 
boats to convey the whole of tis at one 
trip. 
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^^eff^iptlon of Seringapatam — the pru 
foners leave that place and are fent to 
Outradoog — after various difficulties 
they effedi their efcape — the author 
lofes his companions^ 

T>EFORE I proceed farther, I will 
give the reader as accurate a de- 
fcription of the capital as my informa- 
tion and capacity will admit. 

The prefent capital of the kingdom 
of Myfore is fituated on an ifland of 
the Cavery called Seringapatam, about 
four miles in length and nearly two in 
breadth j it has two bridges thrown 
Oy^,tfe Ca^very, orte to the northward, 
and the other in the oppofite point j 
the former is defended by a ftrong bat- 
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loot or It ; the latter is defended by. a 
batteiy of leven iron twelvC'-poundersj 
There are alfo three fords in the river 
the principal of which lies north-eaft 
of the ifland, witliin half a mile of the 
northern extremity; another oppofite 
to the north-eaft corner of the fort, 
defended by thirteen guns, and planted 
on a cavalier which ftands .five or fix 
paces in the rear ol the batterjr. guarding 
the fouth bridge; and the third is near 
the center oi the ifland, more than a 
mile below the fort. The fortrefs is a 
ftjuare, the fouth-eaft fide of w'hich is 
beft defended, having three cavaliers 
mounting four guns each on ihe outer- 
works, and two more of three guns 
each on the upoer W'orkR. •u/if-T-i f-Kwoo 
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redoubts of fix or feven guns each, car- 
ried out on the glacis. The fouth- 
wefi: fide, on the contrary, is the weakeft 
part of the fort, as the river is very 
lliallow at that place juft oppofite to 
the water gate and a pagoda which is 
built in the river. The north is de- 
fended by three cavaliers mounting four 
guns each, (tweh’e arid nine-pounders) 
with fix or feven flanking batteries, 
mounting each four nine-pounders. 
The twenty-three gun battery Ihinds. 
like wife on this fide, and the fouth 
fide is defended by three other cavaliers 
mounting three fix-pounders each, and 
feven more flanking batteries of three 
or four fmall guns each* befides four- 
teen guns over the great gate, one eight 
.and the reft fix-pounders. 

The fort has three principal gates, 
one north, the other fouth-eaft, and 
the third fouth, befides three water- 
gates, two to the northward, and one 

to 
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to the fouth-weft, immediately oppolit^ 
to the pagoda in the river. The north 
ditch runs out of the river, and joins 
it again below the feven-gun battery 
to the north-eaft j there are two dry 
trenches to the fouth-eaft and the fouth ; 
the river is very deep from the bridge 
as far as the pagoda. 

Tippoo has a granary in the fort at 
the end of the king of Myfore’s pa« p,.. 

lace, which contains all forts of grain ! ■ ' 

produced in the country, conhft- 
ing chiefly of rice and with 

ghee* oil, fugar, and fpices of dif- 
ferent kinds. 

There are two gardens on the ifland 
full of large trees, one is furrounded 
by a mud wall, and called Dowlat 
Durgah, and the other is the burial 
pkce of the late Hyder Ally, and is 
failed Loll-Baug, thefe, with two 

* Butter made froyi bugaloe’s milfc, 

K 3 avenues 
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avenues leading from the fort to the 
latter, contain the only trees that are 
to be found on the whole ifland. Tip- 
poo cift down laft year a foreft of 
beetle-nut trees, which flood to the 
eaftward of the fouth bridge. Oppofite 
to the fort, at the diftance, of about 
half a mile, ftands another foreft, where 
Tippop i's eredling a powder manu- 
fadory, with mills upon European 
principles, and where he has a foundry 
for cafhng cannon, conftruded by one 
of the mechanics lately arrived from 
Emncc, all 'of whom, excepting the 
dodlor and the furgeon, refide at the 
place, which gave it the name of the 
French Colony. 

About three quarters of a mile from 
the fputh bridge, in the fame diredion, 
is a nullah, or branch of the Cavery, 
with a bridge thrown acrofs it, which 
leads to Myfore the ancient capital ; 
the nullah rifes out of the river about 

half 
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hdf a mile above the ifland, and runs 
in the fame dirediion as the river till 
it joins it again a little below the fort, 
encompaffing a long flip of land, and 
forming a fecond ifland ; a trench is 
carried quite acrofs the ifland of Serin- 
gapatam, but from the north avenue 
to the river it is covered, all the refl; is 
open with only one bridge over it. The 
country on the north fide, clofe to the 
river, is paddy ^ or rice land, interfedted 
by a number of fmall nullahs ; from 
the fouth bridge, as far as the extre- 
mity of the ifland, it is all the fame ; 
the reft of the ifland is pafture land. 
A little to the eaftward of the fouth 
bridge is a confiderable filk manufac- 
tory. The pettah of Seringapatam is 
near the center of the ifland, of a 
fquare form, about half a mile broad, 
with very regular and commodious ftreets 
at right angles. 

K 4 Ha^: 
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Having thus given fome idea of a 
place which will be better known after 
the prefent war, I fliall profecute my 
®wn adventures. \ 

On the aad of September 1790, I 
finally left Seringapatam. Tippoo had 
no fooner marched us out of the fort, 
than we were divided into three par- 
ties and feparated. It is needlefs to 
fay, that our parting was truly affedt- 
ing ; we took leave of one another, as 
for the laft time, like men that were 
to undergo certain death, after fpending 
ten years of forrow together, and en- 
deared to each other by mutual fuffer- 
ings ; the human heart, under fuch cir- 
cumftances, is always mpft fufceptible 
of friendfhip. Each rnan received on 
this mournful occafion, three feers of 
rice and three pice, which was the laft 
fubfiftence I eyer had from the tyrant. 
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At the time that we were taken out 
of the fort, twelve deferters from Tel- 
lichery were brought in, but it is not 
in my power to give any farther ac- 
count of them. During my imprifon- 
ment frequent defertions from the gar- 
rifon occurred. Prior to my leaving 
the city, a Captain Bee and four Eu- 
ropeans, amongft whom was another 
captain, whofe name I have forgot, 
paffed by the place ; I fpoke to them, 
and was informed, that they had been 
fent for by Tippoo, but for what pur- 
pofe they did not know: the ^/hoie 
made a very miferable appearance., ; 

One of our parties was detached the 
fame day to Narandroog, the rock fo 
fatal to Lieutenant Rutledge, which is 
riot above fourteen miles, to the north- 
ward of Seringapatam, but intercepted 
by a range of hills j one to Sur idr a- 
droog, another high rock about l^ty 
miles north-eaft of Seringapatam j 

the 
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the laft, to which I belonged, to Outra- 
droog, alfo a very high and fteep rock, 
nearly fifty miles north-eaft of the ca-., 
pital. 

I was five days on the road to this 
place, and when within a few miles 
of it, our guards, for what reafon I 
cannot tell, were augmented to almoll 
double their original number ; they 
conducted us to the foot of the rock, 
where we entered a narrow and very 
fteep path cut through a thick fo- 
reft. We all fuffered dreadfully in tra- 
velling bare-footed up this rough and 
difficult afcent, being very much hur- 
ried, notwithftanding the weight and 
incumbrance of our irons. There are 
two or three forts on this rock, one 
above the other, and at the fummit is 
a kind of battery. Some Malabar iron 
guns joined with hoops, and two old 
Endilh nine-pounders, (which after- 
■waras proved .the fource of my deli- 
very) 


JAMES BRISTOWi I39 

very) compofed the whole artillery of 
the place. 

Immediately on our arrival we were 
carried before the killadar, where we 
heard read the order which had accom- 
panied us from Tippoo ; it directed 
him “ to guard us with vigilance and 
“ ftri(^nefs until farther inftru(3:ions, 
“ to put us inftantly in fetters, and to 
*' allow us no provifions j” which 
plainly indicated that it was not in-r 
tended we fhould live many days. 

We were now in continual expedta- 
tion of being dragged out to fuffer a 
miferable and cruel death ; our exift- 
ence hung on the will of a tyrant who 
had already fo often difplayed his in- 
fatiable thirft for blood, and manifefted 
his prefent defign by prohibiting us our 
common food ; we knew too well 
what fate awaited fuch as. were con- 
demned to thefe rocks j we aifo were 
apprized, that if even our fentence%as 

by 
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by fome accident fufpended for a fliort 
period, the moment the tyrant met the 
fmalleft check in the field, the fatal 
blow would be firruck. He had often 
declared, that none of the European 
prifoners fliould be faved, for fooner 
than part with them he would murder 
them. 

Hope had never forfaken me, during 
the whole ten years of my captivity ^ I 
conilantly flattered myfelf with an op- 
portunity to efcape to an Englifli fet- 
tlement; but, at this jundture, I could 
not avoid yielding to defpair, as no 
pofiibility of extricating myfelf from 
the prefent danger and confinement ap- 
peared.- Had w'e even been unfettered 
we could not have got away, as the 
only communication with the rock was 
guarded by a line of fentries, and to 
iurvive long under fuch circumftances 
was folly to exped, as famine, if no- 
thing elfe, miifl: put a period to ou^ 

lives. 
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lives. We had,, however, refolved to 
perifh our own way the moment any 
violence fliould be offered us, and alfo 
to Watch for an occafion to attempt an 
cfcape, fliould it be even that of at- 
tacking our guards when they came to 
examine our prifon; we thought we 
might fafely venture on any ftep, let 
it be ever fo defperate, as nothing could 
be rifked. by a failure of fuccefs, our 
lives being already forfeited : this re- 
folution enabled us to wait the iffue of 
our fate with fome compofure. 

' Gratitude will not allow me in this 
place to withhold the juft acknowledge- 
ments due from every one of us to 
Tippoo’s Hindoo fubjedls ; they con- 
ftantly commiferated the fituation , of 
the unfortunate European prifoners, 
and faved the lives of many by their 
timely humanity and afliftance, when 
^thc unfeeling conq[ueror denied us food. 
The Kenneries, or natives of thatcciun- 
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• try, (it is .to be underftood, that I do 
not mean fuch as are adtually in tire 
fervice of the fultan, or fuch as have 
been corrupted by him, neither fuch as 
are intimidated from following the bent 
of their inclinations, by being under 
his immediate infpedtion and influence) 
of whom I fliall have occafion to fpeafc 
again inufljc courife of my travels after 
abfconding from Outradroog, are a 
very quiet, inoffenfive, and humane, 
race of men, many of whom do not 
even know the name of their ruler, 
or have the leafl:, idea of the defpotifm 
they live under, being too remote from 
the immediate objedl of tyranny, and 
^soa. much attached to peace and in- 
dolence, to be inquifitive about who 
receives the revenues of the country, 
.or who diffipates them,' conceiving the 
whole duty of their lives comprifed in 
tilling their grounds ,. paying their taxes, 

. and adoring their cows.''^^ This is the 

harm- 



JAMES BB-ISTDW. 'I43 

harmlefs and benevolent fet of people 
who are the obje<n:s of Tippoo’s perfe- 
cution, whom he labours to convert to 
Mahometifin, and whom he can only 
render unhappy if be effeds his 
cruel purpofe. 

We had now been fupported nearly 
five weeks almoft entirely by the chat* 
rity of the inhabitants of Outradroogi 
except fometimes oux mifery. created 
the pity of our very guards j ihewgh ac* 
cuftomed to behold diftrefs with indif*- 
ference, and perpetrate murder at a 
lingle nod. We began’ to wonder why 
our execution was fo long delayed, 
when, by a moft lingular ftroke of 
good fortune, it entered into the killa- 
dar’s head to have his old and niffy 
artillery repaired before his European 
prifoners were ferjt out of the world. 
I happened to be the perfoa appointed; 
and being inftrufled to furvey his guns, 

to 

■ 

t . 
f 
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to report what they wanted, and to 
iffue dire<9tions for putting them in 
ferviceabie order, he fufFered me to bfe 
conducted to the different parts of the 
rock where thefe ufelefs cannon were 
planted. It cannot be fufpedled that 
I refufed my aid, when it is remem- 
bered, that this was the only opportu- 
nity I UlotiM have of ‘reconnditering 
the rock, I was accordingly lavilh in 
my promifes, and the credulous killa* 
dar feemed highly pieafed with the 
idea of having his cannon put in com^ 
plete repair. I did not fail to avail 
myfelf of this occafion, minutely to 
examine our gaol as well as the foreft 
below, send the country furrounding it, 
obferving only as much precaution as 
was neceffary not to betray ray defign^ 
or alarm the fufpicions of my guards. 
The different fituations of the killadar’s 
guns, which obliged me to go all 

round 
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round the rock, proved peculiarly ufe^ 
ful, and enabled me to make the utmoft 
advantage of my timei 

When I returned to my comJ>amon‘s 
I faithfully related every thing, and 
informed them that I had feen a road 
by which we might defcend the rock 
undifcovered. It was immediately 
agreed that we fhould, without lofing 
time, make the attempt, and fo great 
was our joy in confequence of my 
propofal when it was firfl ftarted, that 
we entirely forgot we tvere under dole 
confinement and very ftridly watched, 
and fuppofing this difficulty furmounted, 
that there was great probability of our 
being deteded before we could clear the 
fort, that our irons embarraffed us, that 
we had half a mile to walk on the 
rock, a high precipice to throw our- 
felves over, a thick forell abounding 
with wild bealls to rufh into at the 
foot of the rock, and, above all, that 
L ■ • we 



146 NARRATIVE OF 

we had to elude five or fix guards, 
which WQpld oblige us to penetrate deep 
into the wood, ^.nd often to creep on 
all fours : but thefe obftacles prefented 
themfelves very obvioufly as foon as 
the ardour of our fancy had a little 
abated j yet we determined to make an 
eifoxt, although a dijfficulty occurred 
which had nearly overthrown the 
W'hole, I mean that of agreeing about 
the moll eligible method of carrying 
pur plan into execution; this difpute 
fimpjy arofe from the complacency 
with which every individual regarded 
his owm opinion, which he infallibly 
oonfidered the wifeft and beft, and con- 
fequently propofed it for adoption. 
After a long difcuffion and much con- 
fultation, the only poffible expedient 
was at lafl: fixed on, and we came to 
a refolution of breaching the mud wall 
of our prifon, and getting out in the 


JAMES BRISTOW. I47 

The only neceflkry precaution was 
iilence. The nights on which we 
found the guards engaged in gambling, 
or other amufements, were therefore 
affigned for our operations, to the ac- 
complilhnient of which, an old knife 
being the only inllrument we had, the 
work of courfe required time and great 
patience : %ve had not proceeded many 
nights with digging and watching by 
turns, before we found this tool infuf- 
ficient for the purpofe, the wall being 
uncommonly thick. We then thought 
of another way of effedling it, by con- 
flantly pouring water in the hole to 
moiften the earth till foft enough to be 
dug out. This fcheme promifed bet- 
ter fuccefs, and was lefs expofed to 
difcovery. 

We employed twenty days in under- 
mining and fapping the wall, during 
which time we communicated our in- 
tention to feven of our companions 
La who 
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who were confined in an adjoining 
room, and with whom we were per- 
mitted to converfe during the day , and 
they accordingly commenced in like 
manner. As we had little to do all 
this time, we turned our thoughts to- 
wards liberating pur legs ; in this wc 
likewife partly fucceeded, by means of 
a penknife which one of the prifoners 
had hid in an old mat when we were 
fcarched on coming to this place; the 
large knife had been fecretly given to 
us by - one of the Carnatic people who 
was employed in coining pice at Outra- 
droog. We heated the fmall knife till 
it became red hot, then cut notches in 
it with the large one, and having con- 
verted it to a little faw, w'e worked in- 
ceflantly when unobferved, until we 
had cut quite through the rivets of one 
leg, which by that means could be dif- 
cngaged, and both the iron rings drawn 
on the other ; by muffling the chains 

with 
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with old rags we could alfo prevent any 
clattering or noife. 

We had refolved, in cafe of a dis- 
covery , to attack our guards before 
they had time to fecurc us, and either 
to fight our way out of the place, or 
fall in the attempt, as all would be 
over with us if a difcovery happened. 
We had for this purpofe feledled the 
largeft and ftoutefi: fticks of the wood, 
which now and then, with the killa- 
dar’s permiffion, had been brought to 
us to cook (when we had any) our 
rice. The whole garrifpn, at this time, 
did not exceed fixty or fev^nty men, 
and we thought it much more advife- 
able, in cafe of a detec^fion, to let it, 
come to fuch an iffue, than tamely to 
fubmit to a certain death in a much 
more difgraceful manner. A dozen 
defperate men fighting for their lives, 
have before performed extraordinary 
feats,. Several native prifoners were,^ 
L 4 befides. 
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befides, confined in the fort, amongft 
whom were fome Travancorians, a 
fubadar, and a jemmadar, &c, Thefc 
people had one day caught ns with our 
irons olF, and might have, betrayed 
every thing, if one of our prifoners 
had not fortunately feen them in the 
fame fituation a day or two before, 
having liberty to vifit each other du- 
ring the day, as all the prifons were 
contiguous j we took care to remind 
them of this circumfiance, and mutual 
intereft, I believe, preferved the fecret. 
It looked, however, as if the guards 
began to fiifpedt us the laft two or three 
days, for they examined our fetters 
very particularly ; but we had luckily 
procured out of the bazar a piece of 
lead, through one of our companions 
who fet up for a doftor, and rvas fuf- 
fered to prefcribe for the garrifon. 
With the lead we filled the holes of 
the rivets fo exatffly, as to render the 
3 deception 
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deception difcernible only to a very 
nice ferutiny. Our dodior was of lin- 
gular fervice in more than one in- 
llance, and was the means of pre- 
ferving our lives frequently by what he 
earned by preferibing to the limple 
Outradroogans, who had taken a great, 
liking to his harmlefs phylic. Two 
days before we efcaped, be received a 
whole Iheep from a polygar, who was 
on his way with 500 of his depend- 
ants to join Tippoo, for having ad-, 
miniftered a dofe to him of common 
country fpirits, which put him in the 
fined: humour in the world. 

The 27th of November was fixed 
upon for our grand attempt, and on 
that evening every thing w^as in readi- 
nefs for our purpofe. As foon as it 
w'as dark we began to remove the 
earth, but to our great mortification 
we found oiirfelves at midnight beljow 
the furface of the ground j this cha- 
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grined and alamied us much * hut re- 
fleeing that fomething was neceffaiy 
to be done immediately , we began by 
concealing the earth we had dug out 
in earthen pots, and hung a large blan- 
ket before the hole when day appeared. 
It was clear, that we fhould not long 
be able to hide the fituation of the 
wall, I therefore worked all the next 
day, fupplied the place incellantly with 
water, and kept wet cloths In it to 
moiflen the upper part, where the 
breach was to be enlarged or raifed. 
,My companions kept flngihg and 
making a noife all day„ that the buftle 
I made might not be heard. Every thing 
was a fecond time ready by night on 
the 28th, and having found the breach 
pradlicable, we gave notice to our com- 
panions in the next room, wdio Joined 
us before eleven o’clock. The guards 
had lately indulged us with keeping 
the prifon.door open till ne^ir,^ eight,. 

‘v ..'V' but 
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but this evening we feigned fleepinefs, 
and they too wxre fortunately engaged 
in gambling. The firft ftep we took 
was to difengage one of our legs, and 
to muffle and fallen the irons on the 
other. We then tied our rags about 
us, and provided ourfelves, each man, 
with a couple of raggy cakes, which 
had been laid up for the occafion.— - 
Being the perfon that was to guide 
the reft, I crept out of the breach juft 
at twelve o’clock, with the large knife 
in one hand and a ftout ftick in the 
other. It was foon found that the hole 
w' as not large enough to admit fome 
of my companions, I was therefore 
obliged, though at a very great hazard, 
to go to work on the outlide to enlarge 
it with my only tool the knife j in a 
very Ihort time, however, I opened it 
enough for the largeft amongft us. As 
loon as the whole had got through, we 
aiTembled w'ith all poftible lilence, and 

I, ac* 
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I, acfording to agreement, conduced 
the party ovei the mud wall that lur- 
rounded the area of the prifons, which 
was between feven and eight feet high 
pn the infide, but much lower on the 
outer on account of the riling of the 
rock. There was another wall, called 
the Fort Wall, about 150 paces farther 
on, which entirely encompaffed the top 
of the rock, and between thefe two 
walls was aguard placed over fome native 
prifoners, which we could not avoid 
palling very near. A flight Ihower, 
which fell juft at this crifls, proved 
therefore extremely favourable j the 
rain drove the fentinels under cover, and* 
we plainly faw them fltting fmoaking 
round a fire in the verandah of the 
prifon in great fecurity. The Ihower 
continued till we had fafely cleared 
the outer wall, near which there was 
another guard, but not direftly in our 
courfejj-'we now proceeded to the pre- 
' ■ • cipice 
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cipice which I had not been able to 
examine with fufficient precifenefs to 
determine either the exad: height or na- 
ture of, but as I had undertaken to 
condud my companions down the 
rock, I propofed to defcend iirft j ac- 
cordingly I threw myfelf upon my 
hands, and in this manner meeting no 
refinance or any reft for my feet, un- 
able to recover myfelf, I flid down the 
rock greatly terrified at the rapidity of 
my fall, as I found the precipice higher 
than I imagined, or than it had appeared 
from the top of the rock^ I was re- 
lieved at laft by catching hold of the 
branches of a fmall tree which grew 
near the bottom, and broke my fall, 
by bringing myfelf up againft the 
trunk of it. I had unfortunately, it 
feems, gone to the fteepeft part of the 
precipice. Shortly after I was joined 
by my companions, who had followed 
my example, and faved thcmfelves by 

the 
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the flirubhery and fmall trees which co- 
vered the entire bottom of the preci- 
pice. It was near one o’clock at this 
time, and the moon, as we expeded, 
began to fhine, having calculated that 
we fhould be clear of the guard by the 
time of her rifing, which was very 
apropos. 

I have before mentioned we w^ere 
twelve in number, eleven Engliihmen 
and a Frenchman, who had incurred 
T ippoo’s difpleafurc . W e immediately 
direded our way towards the thick 
foreft that environed the foot of the 
rock. I fuffered extremely in traverfing 
a thicket before I reached the wood, 
both from the lharpnefs of the prickles 
and thorns, and the ruggednefs of the 
rock, being obliged to creep on all 
fours. By the time I was half through 
it, I was alarmed by the challenge of 
a fentry, whom I could not fee, nor 
do I think it poffible he could have feen 
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me, being buried amongft the bufhes. 

It was probably the ruftling amongft 
the leaves which attrafted his attention, 
and he was undoubtedly more fright- 
ened than myfelf, tygers being very 
common in this part of the country. 

I made, however, a full ftop, and 
turned immediately farther to the eaft- 
ward, (or up the rock) having attended 
particularly, when reconnoitring, to that 
part of it where no guards or fentries 
were pofted, continuing in the man- 
ner defcribed, by a very flow defcent, 
to move round the rock by a fouth 
face, where I had flipt down to theop- 
pofite point, when I ftruck into the 
wood where the rock was not fo fteep, 
and the guards all cleared. 

It had been determined, that we fhould 
follow a northerly diredlion, in hopes, 
of reaching the Nizam’s dominions, 
but I miffed my comrades the moment 
I had entered the thicket, and never 

henrj 
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heard of them afterwards. About two 
o^dock I had difengaged riiyfelf from 
the thicket, but the circumftance of 
miffing all the reft of the party gave 
me much uneafinefs, and naturally pro- 
duced various conjedlures, nor could I 
any other way account for fo ftrange 
a reparation, than by fuppoftng that 
they had purpofely deferted me, fear- 
ing, perhaps, that I might prove an 
incumbrance to them the reft of the 
journey, being in a very weak ftate of 
body from a fever which had affailed 
me a few days before ; I thought they 
might, for this reafon, have judged it 
advifeable to get rid of me, although 
they had ftiewn more confideration for 
my quota of the cakes, which they 
took along with them, wifely con- 
cluding that I ffiould very foon have 
no occafion for them. Ungrateful as 
this procedure may appear, I rather 
hoped it might be the caufe of our re- 
paration 
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paration than that any mifchief had be- 
fallent them, for I no fooner reached 
the country below, before I heard the 
found of trumpets and toms,* 
which I conceived to be an alarm in 
the fort on miffing us, and no doubt 
fearch was immediately made. I much 
feared, that in fpite of the cautions 
1 had given them, they might have 
defcended through the thicket in too 
ftrait a line, which would either 
bring them dired upon fome of the 
out-pofts I had warned them of, or 
throw them in the way of their pur- 
fuers. The lofs of my poor cakes 
gave me, I confefs, great concern, as 
I was extremely feeble, and very un- 
certain of foon meeting with any food; 
but reflecting that Providence alone 
could fave me, and that it behoved me 
to make every perfonal exertion in my 

* Indian drums.., . 
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power before I gave up all for loft, I 
continued my courfe on the plain which 
bounded the foreft in a northerly di- 
rection. I can never be fulficiently 
thankful for a very extraordinary and 
fortunate circumftance, viz. that the 
fever, which had regularly vifited me 
for fome time before, never returned 
after this day, though the anxiety and 
pain to which the laft twenty-four 
hours had expofed me could not be fa- 
vourable to convalefcence. 

When I had advanced about five 
miles on the plain, I ftumbled fuddenly 
on a mud fort, which I never difco- 
vered until challenged by a fentry on 
the walls. I judged it moft prudent 
to return no anfwer, and taking a cir- 
cuit round it, I continued my courfe 
without farther interruption till day- 
break, when I found myfelf within 
twenty paces of two' of Hyder’s 
troopers, who were cooking their vic- 
tuals 
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luals on the bank of a tank; it was too 
late to fliun them; I therefore refolved 
to march boldly on, hoping to pafs 
unnoticed as One of the fcountry peo- 
ple, for which reafon I wrapped myfelf 
up iii my blanket, and paffed them near 
enough to overhear their converfation ; 
they were juft deliberating who I might 
be; one faid, “ There goes certainly 
“ an European;” the other repeated. 
You fool, from whence Ihould an 
“ European come here ; don’t you fee 
“ it is a woma:n ?” at that inftant my 
irons happened accidentally to rattle, 
which decided the conteft, and con- 
firmed the laft opinion, the noife being 
taken for the found of thofe bangles. 
Or brafs ornamental rings, whkh the 
women of India wear round their arms 
and legs; I Was, in confequence of 
this circumftance, fuffered to pafs with- 
out being interrupted, though not' withi 
M out 
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out having felt great anxiety for the 
tickliflinefs of my fituation. 

I walked on a couple of miles far- 
ther after this adventure to a wood, 
which' I reached about fun rife, and 
immediately found a fpot pretty well 
covered, where I laid down to reft for 
the day, judging it imprudent to travel 
but in the night. I had not lain down 
long before I grew quite ftiff, and felt 
a pain in my bones ; examining the 
leg that my irons were faftened on, I 
found, that conilant rubbing againft it 
had made a deep hole, which now gave 
me great uneafinefs, though whilft agi- 
tated and warm with walking I had 
not perceived it. I now difcovered, 
that unlefs I could difengage myfelf 
from the irons, it w^ould be vain to 
think of proceeding, as, independent 
of what I fufiered from them, my feet 
were extremely fore from traverfing the 
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fliarp-pointed flones of the rock. For-- 
tunately the large knife had remained 
with nie, with this I fell to work, and 
happily, before night fet in, had to- 
tally removed the fetters. I felt my 
fpirits much exhilarated from this cir- 
cumlfance, and feemed quite refrelhed, 
though I eat nothing the whole day. 

Intent on purfuing my journey, I i'; 

mounted a hill near me, from whence 
I reconnoitered the country for many ’’ 

miles round j and gained a tolerable 
Mea of the diredfion proper to follow, 

•in order to avoid plains as much as 
poffible. It w^as fun-fet when 1 re- 
fumed my courfe, and, after paffing 
the wood, I had, unavoidably, a large 
plain to crofs, on which I had oh- 
ferved a mud fort and cattle grazing, 
but notwithftanding which I reached 
about midnight a range of hills that 
run between Bangalore and Seringapa.. 
tam in an eafterly diredtion, and which 
Ma 
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I had taken notice of before dark. { 
halted here, having to afcend the 
hills which were very rough and over- 
fpread with thickets, that rendered the 
paffage undifcernible in the dark. Four 
days did I wander amongft thefe huge 
mountains and craggy hills, without 
meeting with any food, or even a drop 
of water, though I had been lefs cau- 
tious with refpedt to the time of tra- 
velling, finding no traces at all of hu- 
man beings. I felt myfelf fo very 
weak and reduced at laft, that unlefs 
the next day brought me relief I mull 
perilh, and therefore refolved to make 
one defperate effort, the following day, 
for clearing the hills. I laid down to 
reft with this refolution, and fell alleep 
notwithftanding the gnawing hunger 
that promifed fpeedily to put me be- 
yond pain altogether. 
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fie is in danger of perijhing by hunger^ 
and is relieved by an Hindoo vaoman 
f — efc apes from two tygers — is feized 
by a party of Tippoo's polygars, from 
whom he efcapes-^-is received by a de- 
tachment of the Mahratta forces^ pro- 
iefied by Captain Reid and the E,ng* 
lijh troops-^arrives at Fort William 
r-rconcluding obfervations, 

IS^EXT morning, which was the 4th 
of December, I rofe with very 
miferableprpfpeds, but tottering along, 
I was fortunate enough, almoft im- 
mediately, to difcem a h^let of a few 
huts amongft the hills ! This unex- 
pected fight gave me new animation, 
knowing very well that I was in no 
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danger from people with whofe cha« 
ritable difpofitions I was well acquaint- 
ed, and who feemed as dropt froin 
Heaven for my fuccourj underftanding, 
belides, the Kennary language, I had 
it in my power to pafs for any body I 
pleafed, and fliould they even difcover 
who I was, there was no room fbr ap- 
prehending they would hurt me ; fuch 
is the humanity and peaceable temper 
of thefe harmlefs villagers. It may 
feem incredible to fome, that I fliould 
have exifted five days without food, 
and four without a drop of water, un- 
der fuch bodily fatigue and anxiety of 
mind, but to my very reduced Hate do 
I attribute my furviving it ; let it alfo 
be remembered, that I had been pretty 
well inured to hunger during my long 
captivity, where our allowance was fo 
frequently flopped, and where we often 
remained one, two, three, four, and 
five days, without any food whatfoever i 
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nay, I well recollect:, that during my 
clofe confinement in confequence of 
Lieutenant Rutledge’s affair, I was near 
feven days without eating. 

I approached the hamlet, and from 
the firft perfon I met, which was an 
old woman, demanded fome charity to 
fave me from ffarving. She entered 
into converfation with me, and the found 
of our voices inftantly brought feveral 
other women out of the huts, who per- 
ceiving how weak and emaeia.ted I was, 
expreffed great compaffion for me, and 
each went and brought me fome of her 
homely fare, confilting of boiled raggy 
and gram water made into a curry, 
which proved the mofl welcome and 
favoury repaft I ever made. I pailed 
myfelf upon thefe kind old women for 
a Rajepoot, knowing few or none of 
that caft were to be found in this part 
of the country. The few men that 
belonged to the hamlet being all em- 
M 4 ployed 
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ployed in the field, the women aiid 
children only remained at home, though 
I Ihould have been equally fafe had the 
men been pirefent. When I had told 
them that I was returning to my own 
country, they pitied the painful and 
fore condition of my feet, and imme- 
diately brought fome warm water, with 
which they bathed them. When I left 
thefe compaffionate and benevolent crea- 
tures, they furnifhed me with a couple 
of raggy cakes, being all the prepared 
provifions the hamlet could produce 
after I had fatisfied my hunger, and 
feemed to be much concerned for my 
fafety. One of them pointed to a road 
which they warned me againft follow- 
ing, faying, that it led diredly to one 
of thofe polygar forts with which the 
■ country abounds j a piece of informa- 
tion which I received with pleafure, as 
it was the very route, till better in- 
ftmdled, which I had determined to 

take. 
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tafee. I left my charitable benefadtreffes 
with a heart pyerflowing with grati- 
tude and many melancholy refiedlions. 
Their hofpitable treatment feconpiled 
me fo much to life and the company 
of mankind, that I could not avoid 
deploring the little probability which 
exifled of my ever joining my coun- 
trymen. I rulhed into the wood, and 
took a great fweep to avoid the polygar 
fort and fuch as might belong to it, 
knowing well how widely they dif- 
fered, in point of meeknefs and hu- 
manity, from the Ample and good- 
natured Kennarees, the recolledtion of 
whom afforded me fufEcient fubjed of 
contemplation for the remainder of the 
day. 

The following morning I was for- 
tunate enough to fall in with a parcel 
of trees bearing a berry much refem- 
bling in colour, lhape, and fize, our 
flows; knowing this fruit to be very 
I whole- 
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vvhokfome, I devoured as many as 1 
was able to eat on thedpot, and after- 
wards gathered as many more as I 
could carry away, being determined 
to referve the cakes which I had re- 
ceived from the hofpitable Kennafees 
for a laft refource. 

I continued to travel in a northerly 
direaion, as much as poffible amongft 
the woods, until the eighth in the even- 
ing, when coming to a plain which I 
muft unavoidably pars, I all at once 
perceived, to my imfpeakable terror, 
two tygers not above lOO paces from 
me, coming right acrofs the plain . it 
xvas the firft time in m.y life that I had 
ever feen thefe animals alive: I faw 
them approach without lofmg my pre- 
fence of mind, but they feemed not to 
notice me until the inftant they were 
oppofite to me, when, to my great la- 
tisfadion, they turned away with their 
tails between their legs, and in a long 
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trot difappeared. It will eafily be be- 
lieved that I was in no hurry to follow 
or overtake them, but fuffered them to 
get entirely out of fight before I pro- 
ceeded. I am, however, from this 
adventure, led to give fome credit to 
the reported pufillanimity of the tyger, 
who, it is faid, will feldom attack a 
perfon unlefs by furprize, or a fudden 
leap, like that of a Oat at a moufe, 
which he will not refunie if he mifies 
his aim; and I cannot avoid believing,- 
(as it flatters my vanity) that thefe 
two were adtually afraid of me, which, 
^ould I convey the appearance I made 
at the time in an exadt drawing, might 
produce lefs wonder. 

About an hour after this rencounter 
I fell in with a troop of polygars re- 
turning from hunting, and I truly con- 
fefs their appearance alarmed me much 
more than that of the tygers, being 
the danger I mofl: of all apprehend- 
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ed, and from what followed it will ap® 
pear that my fears were notgroundkfs. 
They inftantly took me prifoner, and 
carried me to a mud fort, to the weft-!- 
ward of the foreft j it was not quite 
dark when we reached it, and I had 
juft time to notice a large tank behind 
it, which immediately ftaick me as the 
fecureft road to follow ftiould I be for- 
tunate enough to give my new captors 
the flip. They conducted me into the 
fort, and took me immediately before 
the chief, or commander of their own 
party, who addreffed me firft in the 
Kennary language, which pretending 
not to underftand, he aflced me in 
Moors, where I came from, and w'hp 
I was j I replied, that I was ^.Rajepoot 
difabled in Tippoo’s fervice, and novy 
returning to my own country j he de- 
fired me to produce my pafs or dif- 
charge, which I told him I had loft on 
the road. During this interrogation, 

1 per- 
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1 perceived that the by-ftanders eyed 
me very attentively, and calling my 
eyes down, I faw a hole in my blanket 
through which my Ikin appeared, the 
colour of which did not correfpond 
with my face, which I had rendered 
pretty dark by wafhing it with tobacco 
water, the only remedy I had for the 
wounds which the briars and' thorns 
daily bellowed on my naked feet.* I 
overheard their conjedures, although 
not fufpedted of underllanding them, 
which, after fome altercation in the 
Kennary language, terminated in what 
was aftually the fail, i. e. that I could 
be no other than fome European de- 
ferted from the Cbaylahs. The chief 


^ Briftow was naturally of a fwarthy com- 
plexion, -which had not been improved during 
twenty years refidence in this country, particu- 
larly the latter part of that time, when, as a 
captive, he was expofed continually to theefFeas 
©f the climate. 
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then commanded them to fecure me ifli 
the center of the fort, which had three 
different gates , one within another,, 
being furrounded with a triple walL 
I' now perceived that I was not only 
difcovered, but had fallen into the 
hand of people who were, by their dif- 
couife, adherents to Tippoo. - My new 
lord told me in Moors to make myfelf 
eafy, and that I fhould be well fed and 
not hurt j but his conibiation adminif-^ 
tered little comfort to my mind, ^ and 
I began to fliudder at the thoughts of 
returning once more to the clutches of 
the barbarian. I was left in charge of 
one fentry until the killadar’s deter- 
mination with refped; to me could be 
obtained , and had the fatisfadlion to 
hear my fentinel receive orders not to 
bind me before the commander had 
been confulted. It was evident, that 
ail hopes of efcaping the impending 
danger, and of avoiding a fecond vifit 
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to Seringapatam, depended upon the 
exertions and fuccefs of the moment. I 
therefore refolved to make the attempt, 
and the moment the crowd (who fol- 
lowed the Polygar to the killadar’s 
houfe, on purpofe to have the earlieft 
intimation of my fate, with as much 
cagernefs as if their wdrole welfare de- ,, 

pended on knowing it) was difperfed,. j | 

I vehemently complained of tliirft, | . 

and implored the fentry to bring me a li 

draught of water. I was in reality 
very weak when taken up by thefe 
people, and on their feizing me I pre- 
tended to be much more fo ; this cir- 
cumftance, and my poor appearance, 
deceived the fen try ib eallly, that he 
never dreamt, I fuppofe, of my at- 
tempting to walk oiF, and therefore, 
without any fufpicion of my defign, 
he went for the water. The inftant 
he was out of light, not loling one 

fecond 
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fecond in reflection, I wrapped rnyfeif 
carefully up in my blanket , and ftratted 
boldly out of the fort, pafling all thd 
three gates without any interruption or 
fufpicion, the paflages being crowded 
with people and cattle returning from 
the fields. I did not haften my pace 
till I had got to the diftance of about 
fifty yards from the outer gate, when 
turning to the right, I crofled a Paddy 
field with all the expedition I could 
mufter, and then waded through the 
tank which I had taken notice of on 
coming into the fort. When I had 
crofled the tank, I ventured to look 
behind me, and perceiving a great 
number of lights moving backwards 
and forwards, which I concluded to 
be the Polygars in fearch of me, and 
fearing fome one of them might go 
round the tank without a light, and 
thus come unexpectedly upon me, I fet 
forward with all the fpeed 1 could in a 
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weftcriy diredion for about an hour, 
when, finding I was not purfued, I 
turned again to the north, and travelled 
for three fuccefiive nights over an open 
country, being obliged during the day 
to. hide tnyfelf in caverns and holes. 
In the jnean time I found my felf under 
the neceifity to break upon my cakes, 
thou^ I knew not when I might meet 
with anoth^ fi^ply s I)trujfted( ihow- 
ever, that the fame Providence which 
had hitherto fupportcd me would not 
withdraw its affifiance when it fhould 
be no longer in my own ipower to 
nmke perfonal exertions. I was, at 
any rate, reconciled to my fate, and 
had made up my mind to whatever 
tray deftiny might have prepared for 
me, being always indifferent to every 
thing except that of being carried back 
to Tippoo. 

I continued, notwithftanding the ex- 
ceffive fatigue attending that mode of 


:ra- 
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travelling, to wade through innume-, 
Table tanks and water-courfes which 
flowed from the hills that I was now 
approaching j I preferred this mode, 
troublefome as it was, to that of walk- 
ing round the banks and borders, that 
I might not fall in with P oly gars , or 
other hoftile people inhabiting the vil- 
lages which in general are met with 
• in India where there is a piece of 
W'^ater, not knowing of what difpofi'^ 
tions or calls the natives of thefe parts 
'might be, and having, ever fince my 
laft adventure, dreaded nothing fo 
much as any animal in a human fhape. 

The fourth morning, which w^as the 
1 2th of December, I fell in with fome 
’flraggling rocks here and there covered 
with thickets, and being very tired, 
^nd exceedingly hungry, havmg con- 
fumed my cakes, notwithftanding the 
■fparing applications I had made to 
- them, I feated myfelf in a thicket, and, 
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overpowered with hunger and fatigue, 
dropped to fleep. After a reft of feme 
hours I. woke, and though exceflively 
weak I, thought myf 1 refrefhed by 
the nap, and confequently rnoved two 
or three miles farther, when, to my 
inexpreffible joy, I again difcovered 
feme of thofe berries which had for- 
merly relieved me. I inftantly ftripped 
every tree,, by ftrft fatisfying my hun- 
ger, and then loading my blanket with 
the refidue, which engaged me for the 
remainder of the day . With this laft 
fupply I continued to travel until the 
1 5th at day-break, when, to my great 
terror, I found that I had got amongft 
a number of villages upon a large plain, 

, with a mud fort lying immediately in 
front of me, I already faw the people 
quitting the fort to follow their occu- 
pations in the fields, and found that it 
. would be impoftible to avoid them. 
. To give as little fufpicion, therefore, as 
IN a pof- 
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|)oi?ibk, I tefolved to meet them boldly, 
hoping by that means to pais for a 
traveller unworthy of notice. I had 
hitherto, whenever forced in the night 
to traverle plains, obferved the precau- 
tion of ftriking out of the way the in- 
ftant I found myfelf on ploughed 
ground, nr difcovered any indica- 
tion of inhabitants j but this time I 
had met with no tokens to warn 
me before the day brought to view the 
feene I have related. 

I was not fuffered to prOCeeed far, 
before a party of Polygars ftopt and 
examined me. Having already, frofn 
the converfation of the people who 
had paifed, difcovered that . one of 
Tippoo*s regular battalions garrifoned 
the fort, I conceived it would be itn- 
poffible to pafs for an Indian amongft 
men Compdfed of all the different caffs 
and nations of Indian I therefore, with- 
out any Teeming hefitation, fharply re- 
plied 
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plied in Moors, that I came from 
the Englifli canip, and was proceed- 
ing to GoQtk. They afked, what 
carried me tWther ? •-- I aniwered, 
fome of my companions and friends 
captured with General Matthews laft 
war, had taken fervice with the ful- 
tant and had written me to join th^', 
gi'^ng a very favourable account of 
their fituatipn. Q^otk was the only 
place on Tippoo*s frontiers which I 
had ever heard of, and knowing it to 
be contiguous to the Nizam’s territo- 
ries, which was the road I propofed 
taking, I concluded it fafeft to name 
this place. They fuffered me not, how- 
ever, as I had wifhed, to proceed, but 
carried me into the fort, and brought 
me before the killadar, where I un- 
derwent a focond examination in the 
prefence of the Polygars, but took qare 
to repeat exadly the fame ftory. The 
killadar put many queliions relpeddng 
N 3 the 
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the Carnatic to me, at the fame time 
informing me that he was a native of 
that country, and was always happy 
to hear from his horne. As I was very 
unable to give him fatisfadtory anfwers 
on this head, I thought it beft to fay, 
that I had only fix months before ar- 
rived from Bengal, and was a ftranger 
on this coaft, but that fuch parts of 
the Carnatic as I had travelled through 
appeared in a high fiate of cultivation. 
He inquired about the ffcrength ol our 
army ; L anfwered, in general ' terms, 
that it was very numerous, and ex- 
ceeded the utmoft it ever had been du- 
ring the laft war. He alked, how I 
came to be fo miferably reduced and 
naked, faying, it was not cuftomary 
for Europeans to travel without clothes. 
I replied, that I had only brought four 
rupees out of the Carnatic with me, 
which were long ago expended, as I 
had not expedfed the journey would be 
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lb tedious , fince which tinie I had 
fubliiled by begging ; and with refpedb 
to mj clothes, I had been obliged 
to throw them away, finding it 
unfafe to travel as an European, apd 
that, if I had been re- taken j nothing 
would have faved my life, being a de- 
ferter, but that my prefent difguife had 
afforded me protection * He feemed to 
credit this afiertion, and having or- 
dered me fome victuals went away. 
In about an hour he returned to inter- 
rogate -me afrefh, and tried, I plainly 
difcovered, if I Would contradict any 
thing I had faid, and by way of 
founding me thoroughly, told me the 
Mahrattas had lately plundered the 
country all round, and that they then 
were encamped with a very llrong 
force only feven or eight cofs off, and 
advifed me, to take fervice with him* 
I anfwered, that fince I had encoun- 
tered fo many hardfliips in order to 
N 4 meet 


meet my friends, I would by no means 
relmquifh tbe attempt, or enter inta 
fervice with May other power, but pro- 
ceed dire(Sly to Gootie, if he would 
fuf^r me to continue my journey. To 
this at iaft, to my unfpeakable fatis- 
fei^ion, he confented, and to imprefs 
him with greater confidence and faith 
in fincerity, I ret^uefted permiffion 
to remain that night in the fort, and 
that he would be pleafcd to inftrudt me 
what road to take to avoid the hdah** 
rattas. 

Next morning, which was die 1 6th, 
I fet out from the fort, provided with 
two large jarra * cakes, fome c/jaf- 
sfVjd* Mad a guide, who had (he kil- 
ladar’s orders to fliew me the way. 
The moment I was reftored to libert^r 
againj, my joy was fo great that I 
fcarcely could credit my own fenfes, 

• A kmd of flower; t A pickk. 

and 
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wid for fome minutes thought myfclf 
under the illufion of a dream. It was 
certainly a wonderful efcape, to get 
away from one of Tippoo’s own forts 
when I had fo little chance of making 
my owm llory probable ; it was un- 
doubtedly a very fortunate circumftancc 
for me that the killadar proved a good- 
natured, fmple manj the natives of 
the Carnatic are in high efleem with 
Tippoo, and many of thofe that were 
taken laft war enjoy diftinguifhed polls 
under his government j the deroga, or 
chief of the treafury at Seringapatara, 
for example, is one of them. 

The guide I had been provided with 
foon grew tired of his charge, and dis- 
played no reludlance at being permitted 
to leave me. I did not long continue 
the fame road, after he was gone, but 
immediately took the, old northerly di- 
redlion, and travelled with all poflible 
expedition upon the fcanty fubiillence 
I of 




of iiiy cakes, and luelx berries as I coul^ 
pick up, until the 23d at night, when 
coming into fome very high and broken 
ground, I was difcovered by fhe fentry 
on the wails of a mud fort, who chal- 
lenged me. I had perceived lights on 
my firft getting into the broken ground^ 
which I ftrove to avoid by inclining 
to the left, and as I was moving 
oflrV I hidderdy faw two lighted 
torches held up, and at that inftant the 
fentry chaiicnged me ; this made me 
conjedure 1 was perceived, particu- 
larly as more lights immediately af- 
terwards iffued from a watch-houfe 
that was at the bottom of the rock on 
which the fort ftood, and difpferfed. 
Fearing therefore that I might be fur- 
rounded, I turned about and made for 
a wood in the rear, which I reached 
in fafety, and walked for three miles 
to the weftward until I came to another 

rock, 
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rock, which was nearly at the dawn 
of day ; from this place I had a full 
view of the laft-mentioned fort, and 
finding a tolerable fecure cave, I laid 
down to fleep. About three o’clock 
in the afternoon I was difturbed by 
the bleating of flreep> and looking 
through a crevice in the rock 1 faw 
men at work in felling timber ; I re- 
mained quiet till fun-fet, when rifing 
to take a view of the countiy, I 
heard a llrange noife, and looking to- 
wards the place whence it arofe, I be- 
held, to my utter aftonilhment, a bear 
very bufy in preparing a den under the 
very clift where I repofed. 

The moment I was able to deter- 
mine what road to take I defcended the 
hill, much dejeded for want of 
food : I travelled all night, only halt- 
ing occafionally from extreme weak- 
nefs, and the pain of my fore and 
fwelled feet : in the morning I had 

th» • 
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the? good fortune to reach a village, 
■which lately, perhaps the day before, 
had been plundered by the Mahrattas j 
here I picked up, among the dcfcrted 
ruins, about half a feer of rice, and 
nearly as much raggy^ a few chillies, 
a little tobacco, an old earthen pot, 
and a ftrong bamboo walking ftick, 
which proved of lingular fervice to 
me afterwards as a fupporter. I fat 
down and devoured fome of the rice, 
which I foaked in water, without cook- 
ing it j after this feafonable meal I pur- 
fued my journey, and before I .had 
gone far I difeovered a Jarra field, and 
thought the opportunity of laying in a 
fupply of prpvifions ndt to be negledt- 
ed, I therefore fpent the remainder of 
the day in plucking off the heads of 
the grain, and rubbing them between 
my hands. 

I found that I was much weaker at 
tins period than I had imagined, being 

obliged, 
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obliged, at very fliort ititervals, to 
have recourfe to reft, and with ail iny 
endeavours was unable to travel above 
five or fix miles in the courfe of 
four and twenty hours, Notwitlifiand- 
mg the daily accumulation of my dif- 
treifes, my fpirits never entirely for- 
fook me, but the impoffibOity of hold- 
ing out much longer was now too evi- 
dent, having fo confiderably added to 
the very reduced ftate of my ftrength 
fince I left Outradroog; refoived, how’- 
ever, to exert myfclf to the laft, and 
ftrain every nerve, I continued to faun- 
ter on, fometimes among woods and 
broken rocks, and fometimes over 
plains, until the 27th, when I came to 
the banks of a fmall nullah, which 
had nearly terminated my fufferings 
with my life. The attempt of crofling 
it fo effedtuaJly exhaufted my fmall 
remains of ibrength before I could 

reach 
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xeacb -the oppofite fide, that I iliould 
inevitably have perifiaed, if I had not 
fortunately caught _ hold pf fome bull- 
rufhes which grew in the water on the 
fide of the nullah. Jn this firuggle for 
life I loft my earthen pot,, my tobacco, 
and all the provifions I had. left. j be- 
fides I was fo much fatigued and ex- 
pended when .1 had . climbed up the 
bank, that I laid myfelf down on 
the grafs. with very little hopes 
of being able to proceed. A few 
hours fleep, however, refrefhed me a. 
little, and refolution lent me new 
firengthj in fliort, I made fhift to 
combat hunger and fatigue until the i fi; 
of January. This hilly country was 
fo extremely barren and inhofpifable, 
that a few wild berries compofed 
the v/hole of what I exilled upon du- 
ring the lafl: five days. Without ex- 
periencing the horrors of hunger, an- 
xiety 
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xiety bordering on defpair, and great 
bodily pain, it cannot be conceived 
what I fufFered and felt, 

On New Year’s Day I had got 
within fight of the termination of the 
long range of hills, at the foot of 
which I had fo long been travelling j 
but juft as I began to entertain fome 
faint hopes of being at laft within the 
reach of relief, a new and apparently 
infurmountable ohftacle preferited itfelf 
to my dcjedted eyes, as a bar to all fu- 
ture profpedts of being rewarded tor 
my late fufferings. 

The Tangbaudar River, which runs 
in an eafterly direction, at the diftance 
of feven or eight cofs to the fouthward 
of Gopaul, being the limits of the 
above-mentioned range of hills, now 
lay immediately before me. N o hu- 
man probability of gaining the oppofite 
fhore appeared, as no boats were m 
fight, and feeblenefs had fo totally dil- 

abled 
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abled me, that fwimming #as not^ 
tp be thought o£ In this dreadful 
perplexity I looked eagerly around, in. 
order, if poflible, to diftinguifli fome 
piece of wood, or branch of a tree tlwct 
■would help to bear me up through the 
llream ; but in vain. Without allow- 
ing, however, diftrefs and defpair to 
conquer all my hopes, I moved llowly 
and fullenly along the banks of the 
river, and, after fome time, I fpied 
a ferry-boat ; my heart now ex- 
panded with joy, and I fancied nothing 
remained but to ftep into the boat and 
be rowed overj but, as ill fate would 
have it, the ferry-man, to my unfpeak- 
;able difappointment, would not even 
fuffer me to approach his boat. I 
feared, by too haftily foliciting a paf- 
-fige, (for I was unequal to force) tQ 
hazard a difeovery, the confequence of 
which I dreaded more than death itfelf. 
■Obliged to fubmit to my defliny, I 

went 
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went back refolved to proceed in an 
'eafterly diredtion along the banks of 
the fiver, until I fhould meet either 
with a' ford, or fome other mode of 
eroding, or, what feemed much the 
mod: probable, wijih a termination to 
my miferies by death. 

After proceeding as before inention- 
ed, on calling my eyes to the oppofite 
iide, I law two large forts at fome 
diftance, and heard at the fame time 
the difeharge of cannon, whence I con- 
cluded the forts to be belieged either 
by us or fome of our allies. This in- 
creafed my anxiety to crofs the river, 
and redoubling my efforts, I continued 
travelling until the next day about three 
o’clock in the afternoon, when, per- 
ceiving a guard, I halted. I afterwards 
difeovered that tliis was a Mahratta 
guard llationed between the river and 
the extremity of the hills as a fcout ; 
but uncertainty and fear at this time 
' . . O deter- 
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determined me to avoid it, in confe- 
quence of which I was obliged to take: 
a circuit, and crofs the extremity of 
the hills. I reached the foot of them 
about fun-fet, and found them covered 
with verdure, perceiving no covert or 
Ihelter for wild beafts in the neigh- 
bourhood, I lay down lefs dejedted 
indeed than might be expedted, and 
ilept till morning j at day-break I be- 
gan to afcend the hill, and had not 
advanced far before I met an old wo- 
man w'atching her cows, who gave me 
a raggy cake, and advifed me to keep 
well to the left, if I wifhed to avoid 
another guard polled on the other fide 
of the hills. My better delliny cer- 
tainly diredled my Heps to this good- 
natured old woman, nor was this the 
firll time fince my captivity that I was 
indebted for my life to the aged part of 
the lex, ray good genius of late had 
abfolutely never appeared to me but in 

the 
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the iliape of ah old woman j the laft 
pointed out the tnoft traverfable part 
of the rock, and on the fourth day 
I reached the oppofite plain, where 
the adjacent fields fupplied me with 
fome grain, which preferved me 
from perifliing, and enabled me to 
purfue my courfe once more towards 
the river, the ftream of which I con- 
tinued to follow four days longer, 
but with fo little effed:, from the ex- 
ceffive reduced Hate of my ftrength, 
that I only advanced feven miles in all 
that time. Gn the fourth day I found 
myfelf near a mud fort , which I had not 
previoufly obferved, and was fuddenly 
furrounded by a number of Mahrattas, 
and taken up and carried before the 
Nalputty rajah who was proprietor 
of this fort. The rajah was then en- 
gaged in making preparations for taking 
the field in the morning, and had 
therefore no time to attend to me, but 
Os direded 
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direded that I (Itould be retained iil 

the fort, and taken care of until he 

fhould return. 

During his abfence I gradually re- 
covered part of my former health 
and vigour ; it was foon difco- 
vered that I was- an European, and 
the rajah’s fon, a humane young man, 
who was left to command the tort in 
his father’s abfence, was extremely 
kind to me. A native dodor was or- 
dered to heal my wounded and ex- 
coriated feet, and abundance of pro- 
vifions were given me, though I did 
not venture fully to indulge my appe- 
tite from the weak ftate oi my flo- 
mach. I had recruited my health and 
ftrength pretty well by the 1 2th of 
February, when the rajah returned, and 
I was next day taken betore him. 
Having learnt fmee my arrival that he 

was one of thofe Mahratta rajahs 
whom Tippoo had difpoffeffed in 1785 
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and 1786, but who had availed him- 
felf of the 'approach of our troops in 
1 790, (Bowberjung, the tributary, 
whom Tippoo had placed in the ra- 
jahlhip, having retired) to recover his 
ancient territory and right, and that he 
confequently was no partifan of the 
Myfore fultan, I frankly anfwered his 
interrogatories by a plain confeffion of 
the fimple truth. He feemed much 
affedted at my narrative, pitied my fuf- 
ferings, gave me a piece of cloth, of 
which I ftood in extreme need, having 
no covering to my nakednefs but the 
blanket I had brought out of Outra- 
droog, and invited me to enter into his 
fervice. 1 concluded, that the fureft way 
of obtaining the liberty which I now 
panted after, (finding myfelf fuffici- 
ently ftrong to face new fatigues) would 
be to affent to the rajah’s requeft. 
I therefore readily accepted his oflPer ; 
in confequence of which I was imme- 
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diately releafed, and defired to demar^d 
whatever I wanted j I returned very 
fubmiljive thanks for the rajah’s pro? 
mifes of preferment, arid affeded to 
be much fatisfied with my fituation. 
That night and next day I walked 
about at pleafure, and haid already in- 
fpired the people of the fort with fp 
much confidence, that nobody feemed 
to notice my departure, between the 
hours of nine and ten, on the 1 4th at 
night, when I proceeded, diredly towards 
the river, which at this place was about 
200 yards broad, but in general nar- 
rower, but fo bold had my recovered 
ftrength rendered me, that I plunged iir 
and fwam over immediately, though I 
had been informed of a ford a couple 
of miles farther to the eaftward. 

The polTefiion of the Nalputty rajah 
is called Comlipore, and the tort is re- 
markable for having a high rock in 
front of the entrance, wdth a white pa- 
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goda at the top that entirely commands 
it; it lies about four and twenty miles 
fouth-eaft of Gopaul. 

I had difcovered from the people in 
the fort, that Gopaul was the place I 
had dillinguifhed at my firft approach- 
ing the river, confequently I di reded 
my courfe towards it the moment I 
croffed, and walked wdthout intermif- 
lion or interruption until about eleven 
o’clock the next day ,• I then halted to 
take fome refrelhment, being in the 
center of feveral villages ; and provided 
with four pice in money, being the 
produce of my allowance of rice from 
the rajah’s granary, received the day 
before I left the fort, which I imme- 
diatcly cai'ried into the pettah, and fold 
it that I might not travel penny lefs. — 
About three o’clock in the afternoon I 
fet out again, and got near Gopaul 
half an hour after dark, when fome of 
the Nizam’s people, after hearing my 
O 4 tale, 
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tale, picked me up, and fent me on an 
elephant to Mouberjung’s camp , where 
I was feme what aftonilhed to find my- 
felf confined under, a guards but re- 
fiedling that I was in the hands of an 
ally, that Englifli troops were prefent, 
and that any miftake with refpedl to 
me would fpeedily be cleared up, I 
lay down to fleep pretty eafy in mind. 
Next day, being the i6th, I w'as 
early in the morning taken before the 
buklhy, who put a number of quef- 
tions to me, all which I anfwered by 
defiring to be conveyed to the Engiilh. 
commander. A guard immediately 
was fent along with me to his encamp- 
ment, but being abfent on the batteries 
himfelf, I had to remain whilft his 
orders could be received, an object of 
curiofity to the troops, to whom I was 
reprefented as a Frenchman, fent by 
Tippoo to fuccour the fort, and taken 
up by fome of the Nizam’s people 
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in the attempt. Some hours had 
elapfed, and my fituation began to 
grow irkfome, and the fpedators 
troublefome, though no violence was 
offered to me, when fortimately Lieu- 
tenant Engliih returning from duty on 
the batteries, beheld the crowd, and 
having inquired into the caufe of it, 
carried me from the Nizam’s guard to 
Captain Dalrymple’s marquee.' I re- 
lated my hiftory, together with the 
particulars of my efcape, to this gen- 
tleman, y.'ho congratulated nae on my 
fortunate delivery, ordei-ed me what 
refrefhments I wanted, and prefented 
me with fome rupees ; he likewife gave 
me a coat, a hat, and fome linen. Thus 
I found myfelf once more, after ten 
years of cruel captivity, apparelled like 
an European, amongft men of honour, 
and reftored to liberty. 

Next day Captain Reid, who com- 
manded the Engliflr detachment, or- 
3 dered 
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dered me to come to him in the bat- 
teries. I related the whole of my fut- 
ferings from the time of my becoming 
a prifoner in the Carnatic ^ he heard 
me with iurprize, and kindly offered 
to furnifh iTie with a fafe conduct either 
to Madras or Bengal, whichever I 
fliould defire. 

I remained until the s6th of .Febru- 
ary in Captain Reid’s camp, receiving 
every mark of generofty and lavour 
from the officers, and fup plied by 
their liberality with neceflaries for 
a long journey; I fet out from camp 
on the evening of the 26th of Febru- 
ary t , *^vith a guiti.e arid a fei\’aiit 
boy, for Bangui, the Nizam’s court, 
where Captain Rennaway, the refident 
with the fubah, was to renew my pais 
through the Decan. On the 8th ot 
March, after travelling ai6 miles in a 
.ftile very different from my former 
journey, I reached Bangui, and waited 
I imme- 
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immediately upon Captain Kennaway. 
After producing my pafs, and relating 
my adventures to him, I re(|uefted his 
aid and permiffion to proceed to the 
grand army : he feemed, however, to 
think the undertaking too hazardous, 
if at all pradicable, but ojBfered to 
grant me a pafs either to Fort St. 
Oeofge, from whence I might eafily 
join the army with one of the convoys, 
or to Mafulipatam, where I Ihould 
be at liberty to follow my owm incli- 
nations. I chofe the latter, and after 
remaining at Pangiil till the 25 th, and 
having continual kindneffes conferred 
pn me by Captain Kennaway and the 
Other gentlemen refident there, I fet 
oft for Mafulipatam, well provided 
y'ith every thing neceflary for the 
road. 

On the 3d of April I reached Con- 
depella, where Major com- 

manded j he w’as alfo extremely good 
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to me, gave me ample fupplies for 
the little that remained of my journey, 
and hearing that I could give fome im 
formation refpedting the works and 
fituations about Seringapatara, and on 
the ifland, and alfo that I was ex- 
tremely defirous of joining the grand 
army, and render any little fervices 
within the fmall compafs of my power 
and abilities, he generoufly wrote a 
letter to Lord Cornwallis in my behalf. 
On the 5th of April, early in the morn- 
ing, I fet out again, and on the yth 
reached Mafulipatam, having travelled 
fince I left Pangul 260 miles, and al- 
together from Captain Reid’s camp at 
Gopaul 476 miles, without, however, 
liaving met with any thing deferving 
to be mentioned, or fuffcring any hard- 
llrips. 

At Mafulipatam I had the fatisfac- 
tion of meeting one of the four men 
who fled from the detachment forming 

at 
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at Perlpatam in 1 7 82 , and whofe efcapc 
liad proved fo fatal to .the remaining 
eight, and in fad to all the prifoners. 
This man’s name is Richard Higgins, 
and he holds the appointment of Key 
Serjeant to the garrifon. I flaid with 
him five days, and was entertained 
with cordiality, good- nature, and all 
the kindnefs which the fatisfa&ion and 
happinefs of rejoining a fellow cap- 
tive, who, like himfelf, after incredi- 
ble fufferings, had efcaped from fla- 
very, could infpire. He confirmed 
every circumftance I had heard refped- 
ing their efcape, and feemed to recall 
thofe paft misfortunes with a kind of 
awful pleafure to his memory. . 

Seven days after my arrival at Ma- 
fulipatam, 'I took the opportunity of 
an old Parriah veffel, entirely manned 
by blacks, to embark for Madras with 
two more Europeans of . that eftablifh- 

ment. 
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ment . W e v/ere in fight of F art St 
Geotge, %vlien a violent gale of wind 
drove us out to fea again and toffed the 
damaged and leaky ilii|) about foffeve- 
ral days with unabated fury . Fortune 
fccmed not yet quite tired of perfecuting' 
me, for we laboured in vain to recover 
the roads of Madras. Thirty-fix days 
we lived ori a quarter of a feer of bad 
rice, a few falted ordons, and half a 
pint of water per day, fuffering confe- 
quently not iefs from w'ant and the fear 
of ftarving than the danger of founder- 
ing. The fouthern monfoon drove the 
veffel, in the mean time, up the bay 
in fpite of us, but we did not reach 
Ingeice until the 6th of June, two days 
after all our proviiions on board had 
, been confumed* On the yth we made' 
fliift to proceed up to Kedegree in hopes 
of relief, and luckily fell in with a 
pilot veffel-, where, with the other Eu- 
ropeans, 
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ropeans, I was taken on board, and 
fome food and refrelliment given us. 
The next morning we were fent on 
fhore to Mr. Wheatly , who treated us 
very humanely, kept us a couple of 
days to recover ftrength, and then fur- 
nilhed us with provifions and a boat. 
On the 1 1 th of June, 1 791, I arrived 
at Fort William, after an abfenceof ten 
years and eight months ; three months 
and twenty-five days of which had 
been fpent in the fervice of my coun- 
try, nine years,- nine months, and 
twenty-two days in fiavery, partly as 
a prifoner of war, and partly as a cap- 
tive retained, in defiance of faith and 
the law of nations. 

* * * 

The above is a relation of what one 
obfeure individual I’uffered, whilfi: in 
the power of a conqueror who degrades 
humanity. A little before I left Se- 
ringapatam, I took particular notice of 
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two merchants from the Nizam’s do=' 
minions, who fufFered with aftonilhing 
fortitude ; they Were daily , during the 
Cutcherry hours, which are from eight 
in the morning until fix in the evening, 
pinioned with their arms and legs to 
the ground, and whilft: in this poftiirci 
lying on their backs, with their faces 
to the fun, a fellow on each hde kept 
continually pricking them with long 
and pointed needles. Three lacks of 
rupees was the ftipulated price for their 
releafe, but nothing covdd be exadted 
from them, except the promife of re- 
mittirig the money if they were fuf- 
fered to return to their homes j on the 
performance of which Tippoo, how- 
ever, did not feem much . inclined to 
rely. The whole property of fuch as 
die (w'hich is nothing uncommon) 
under the rack, if difeovered, is eon- 
fifeated, , but as the proprietor, in gene- 

rah ■ 
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ral, entrufts very few with the hi« 
ding-place of his money, it is not 
often found out. I caanot^tejf what 
became of thefe Iwo men, but I have 
known naany others that were really 
thought and known to poflHs money, 
hold out till the lalt moment, without 
betraying their poffefiions. Martyrs 
of this kind are very cdmm rmj in .• 

India. ' '■ ■ 

. ••• 

■ ■ . .. ■ ■ : 

I cannot conclude this narrative with- 
out expreffing my acknowledgements 
to the gentlemen in Bengal, who gene- 
roufly exerted themfelves in my be- 
half on my firft arrival, and, moved by 
my fufferings, offered me their aid and 
fupport. The kind recommerii^tion 
of thefe gen^^^n, as well as that of " 
feveral others, induced Colonel Mur- 
ray, the Military Auditor General, to 
commiferate my fituatioh ; and to his 
good offices and liberal interpofition, 

P' it 
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